12F may 9, 2014

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

‘Batting for a cure

Heyear-old’s benefit baseball tournament honors his mother

By EDEN STIFFMAN
estiffman@neighborsgo.com

or a brief moment Saturday,
groups of pint-size pitchers
stepped away from the base-
ball diamonds at McKinney's
Gabe Nesbitt 5-Plex.
5 As a KLAK-FM (97.5) host count-
| ed down, they released bunches of
|| brightly colored balloons into the
i blue morning sky, each color re-
|| presenting a type of cancer, dedicat-

|| edtosurvivors and those battling the

disease. Then they went back to
| baseball.

' About 4560 teams from across Tex-
as, as well as a few from Oklahoma,
.\ participated in the fourth annual
Strikes Against Cancer youth baseball
+| tournament last weekend. Games
|:| were held on fields throughout Mc-
i Kinney, as well as in Allen, Celina, Lit-
| tle Tlm, Mesquite, Plano and The
Colony.

The nonprofit raises funds for
cancer research through the charity
tournament. Last year, $4.0,000 was
donated to The V-Foundation for
|| Cancer Research, the nonprofit
| founded by Jim Valvano, former col-
| lege basketball coach and commen-
tator, before his death from cancer in
1993.

It all began as a
2010 Christmas pre-
| sent from Geordon
Cox of McKinney to
his mother, Lisa Cox,
who loved to watch
her son pitch. At that
time, Lisa was bat-
tling endometrial and cervical cancer.

Abaseball family

Geordon started out as abatboy at
age 3. “He'd bring his Godzilla doll
and hang out in the dugout,” his fa-
ther, Adam Cox, said. “We've always
| been abaseball family”
i|  Before her diagnosis, Lisa Cox
| was at games all the time. “She’'d

come watch practices just to see how
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he was doing,” said Tom Goller, Ge-
ordon’s formey T-ball coach. “Watch-
ing Geordon and the rest of the kids
was something she truly, truly got joy
outof.”

‘When Lisa’s cancer and treat-
ment made it difficult for her to at-
tend, Geordon started asking people
to pledge money to cancer research
for each strike thrown.

Theidea turned out to be success-
ful, and the tournament evolved.

“I was surprised by all of the re-
sponse we got by everyone wanting
to come in and support me,” said Ge-
ordon, now 14 and a freshiman pitch-
er on the Melissa High School base-
ball team.

With the tournament, money is
raised through team registration as
well as pledges for strikes.

Ithas grown from fewer than 200
teams ages 7-15 in 2011 to 454 teams
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Geordon Cox started Strikes Against Cancer at age 10 in' memory of his
mother.

MORE INFO

Visit strikesagainstcancer.org to learn
more about the organization.

Download the Strikes21app, which
allows players to create adigital
baseball card of sorts — one with their
image and the customizable message “|
throw strikesfor____ ", whichcanbe
uploaded to various social mediasites.

this year. Last year, Geordon was
honored as the McKinney Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau Tourism
Partner of the Year for the tourna-
ment’s success in bringing people to
the area.

While it's one of the area’s first
spring tournaments of the season,
Adam Cox thinks the cause is also a
draw. “T think it's only a few degrees
to know someone that’'s been
touched by cancer;,” he said.

R

-

st Cancer in McKinney.

S EE

Todd McHugh makes contact with the ball during &

“It was difficult for Geordon to
understand when he was younger;”
his father said. “It’s an education
process for kids — and everyone at

every age, It's

Kids batt]
honored at
year, ablood

hard to fathom.”
cancer have been

tournaments. This

>was held Saturday

35 Against Cancer in McKinney.

near the fields at Craig Ranch in
honor of Cordero Torres, a freshman
baseball player at McKinney Boyd
High School who was recently diag-
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Left:Todd rounds the bas-
es during Strikes Against
Cancer.

Below: Scooter New of
Texas Blackhawks El Pa-
seo starts home during
Strikes Against Cancer.

family cover expenses.

A grounding force

Lisa died in 2012, Geordon also
lost his grandmother to lymphoma
and an aunt to bone marrow cancer.

Baseball has remained a constant
in Geordon’s life, even when every-
thing around him has been a struggle.

“He’s akid who's going through the
transition to adolescence,” said Goller,
who also serves on the Strikes Against
Cancer board. “That’s a difficult bal-
ance, even without all the additional
circumstances that he had. And I
think he really wants baseball to be a
grounding force.

“Ttwas certainly difficult for him to
watch his mom's cancer slowly get the
better of her. But at the same time, he
had a huge appreciation for how hard
she was fighting. The few times that
she could make it out to the Strikes
tournament to watch him pitch, it
was amazing to see how he reacted ...
He really dug down deep and made

Geordon';]_ives aradio |nterV|e\_N
during Strikes Against Cancer.

nosed with Bell’s palsy leukemia.

His mom and sister joined him at
Nesbitt Park for the balloon watch
wearing matching Team Cordero

shirts made by his team to help the

sure that he was giving absolutely ev
erything he had when his mom wa
there watching.”

Geordon, who attended Fait
Christian Academy in McKinney be
fore starting in Melissa schools 1
eighth grade, continues to give his a
to the sport.

He works out almost every day, ha
lessons once or twice a week, and i
working constantly on his pitchin
mechanics, Goller said. “Pitching i
really Geordon's strength — and ha
been fora while”

“Ijust have a lot of respect for him
Melissa High School varsity baseba
coach Joe Williams said..“He brings
lot of character to the team.”

Having the spotlight on hir
doesn’t really bother Geordon, whor
Williams described as reserved.

“Really, Ijust want to represent m
mom and the city of McKinney, wher
I'm from,” Geordon said.

Allen/Frisco/McKinney editor Ede
Stiffman can be reached at 214-97.
8486.



