RENAISSANCE OF THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE
MCcKINNEY, TEXAS
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Unique by nature.®




GOLDEN AGE OF THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE
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MCKINNEY

Unique by nature. ™




THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE IN DECLINE

Vacant courthouse

Underutilized buildings
No activity after 5:00 pm

Narrow sidewalks
Automobile-dominated

Substandard infrastructure




REHABILITATION of the COURTHOUSE into the
THE McKINNEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

$9.5 million project completed in 2006

courtroom converted into 427-seat —
: l i
theater . ‘ : !i -_

public restrooms, gallery space R—)

) ] !
rehearsal rooms, conference rooms, I |i‘iE—|3Ji |
office space, catering kitchen | ‘




MCKINNEY

TOWN CENTER STUDY INITIATIVE — PHASE 1

August 2006 November 2006 March 2007 June 2007 March 2008




TOWN CENTER STUDY INITIATIVE — PHASE 1
Public Design Workshop #1

resulted

IN  an

lllustrative Master Plan of preferred concepts for the

downtown core area
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Getting back to
McKinney’s roots

Panel makes push to revitalize historic downtown
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The group listened to a presen-
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REDESIGN OF THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE

Conceptual (2006) DeS|gn (2007) and Construction (2008)
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REDESIGN OF DOWNTOWN SQUARE — KEY ELEMENTS

$2.6 million project

Reduced the number of lanes traveling around the downtown square from 3 to 2

Reconfigured the intersections to decrease pedestrian crossing distances and improve pedestrian safety
Reconfigured the on-street parking (increased the number of public parking spaces on the square from 70
to 92 spaces)

Substantially widened the sidewalks (doubled the width on three sides and tripled the width on the fourth
side of the square)

Provided a unified streetscape to provide much-needed shade and greatly enhance downtown’s sense of
place including landscaping (trees and planters), irrigation, and other sidewalk furnishings such as
lighting, seating and waste receptacles

Upgraded the utility and drainage infrastructure.




WAYFINDING SYSTEM
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POSITIVE These capital initiatives have been the primary catalysts

IMPACTS for the renaissance seen in downtown McKinney today
and have re-established the square as the primary
public gathering place for citizens and visitors alike.

In addition to helping to weather the current economic recession, these initiatives
have collectively increased:

* activity after 5:00 pm (new restaurants with sidewalk
cafes),

* sales per square foot,

* lease rates per square foot,

» demand for downtown housing,

» sense of community pride,

» sense of security with a more active street life and
improved lighting,

« attendance at community festivals/events,

e private investment in the downtown area (a new 4-
story boutiqgue hotel; more historic facade
improvements; more expansions of downtown
businesses; conversion of the historic Flour Mill into
loft residential), and

« momentum for more public infrastructure projects
expanding outward from the square (voters
approved 2010 Bond package with $12 million for
downtown area capital improvements).
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