G. Photographs

Sam Neathery served as Collin County Attorney
from 1915 to 1919. When his second term endeq,
he formed a business partnership with his former
boss Luther J. Truett. The law firm had its office in
the Collin County National Bank building that once
occupied the southwest corner at the intersection of
Louisiana and Tennessee Street. The building was
razed in the mid-thirties to make way for the Pope
Building that now occupies the site.

Sam Nathery
(1881-1970)

I. J. Truett Sam Nenthery

TRUETT & NEATHERY §
" Attorneys at Law ,!

Colltn County National Bank ||
Building.
McKinney, Texas.

Collin County National Bank Building
(1891-1932)

Daniel Neathery Sam Neathery — jemima (Buie) Neathery Dr. Allen H. Neathery

The above photo (c.1909) shows the Neathery family including parents Allen and Jemima with
eleven of their twelve children. One child died at the age of eight in 1883.
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Sam Neathery was hired by the family of Hardy Mills who was found dead

in a McKinney-area well in 1921 to help the prosecution of Ezell Stepp. Sam
Neathery also helped the prosecution when the defense appealed to a higher
court to overturn Mr Stepp’s murder conviction. Mr. Stepp was hanged at the
McKinney jail in November of 1922 becoming the last legal hanging in Collin
County and the third-to-the-last one in Texas.
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Avery Dowell
(1878-1948)

Avery Dowell was one of eleven children of James P. Dowell,
founder of the J.P. Dowell Hardware store. When J.P. Dowell
died in 1898, Avery was the oldest living son and took over
management of the company at the age of 20. The business
moved from its Kentucky Street location to a newly erected
building on East Louisiana Street in 1888. In 1922, Avery hired
contractor J.E. Cooper' to update the front of the building.
The front of the building used a steel frame to allow for larger
windows. The building was the first structure in McKinney

to use this construction technique. The 1922 version of the
building is what exist today. A ghost sign can still be seen on
the west side of the building.

' D f——

' J.E. Cooper was responsible for building the gallows used in the Ezell Stepp execution.
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In 1941, Avery Dowell was elected president of the Central
National Bank and served in that capacity until his death

in 1948. Prior to his election, he served as the Bank’s Vice
President since the mid 1930s.

James P. Dowell

James Patterson Dowell, who founded J.P. Dowell Hardware, arrived
in McKinney in 1856 with his mother, father, two brothers and a cousin.
The photo above shows the three brothers (James, Francis and Willis)
and their cousin (Jonathan).
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Avery Dowell Cassie Seay Bessie Heard
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Bessie Heard, who is now know as the founder of the Heard Natural Science Museum, was a
well-known McKinney socialite in her youth. She had a reputation for giving large parties. The

above photograph (c.1900) shows one such party attended by Avery Dowell and Cassie Seay
who later married in 1924.

Cassie (Seay) Dowell Bessie Heard

Cassie Seay was one of the founding members of the Delphian Study Club
organized in 1914. The group was a social organization dedicated to the study
of different world cultures, ancient and modern. This photo from 1925 shows
Cassie (Seay) Dowell and Bessie Heard along with other club members.

— 26—



Vol. 27, ¥o. 10 mn 'm'umn. JAN. 30, 1813, 8100 Per Yoar

McKinney Shrouded in Sorrow

COLLAPSE OF BIG DEPARTMENT STORE CRUSHES MEN, WOMEN
AND CHILDREN—-E]GHT DEAD--MANY INJURED.

The Great Building Crumbles Instantly

Vietims. Absolutely Without Warning Have No Time o Escape--Fire Breaks Out. Adding to Horrible Scene.
Sobs of Anguish Stricken Women and Children Heard While Hundreds of
Men Work Frantleallz to Rescue Them.

Property Loss Estimated at One Hundred Thousand Dollars
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THE DEAD:

M Marie Emerson Stilf
Miss Rosa Weleh

Miss Natie Milligan

Miss DBessic Wade
Russell Hight

Miss Eva Searcy
Norman Presley

L. W. [Leslie] Bush

THE INJURED:

Miss Anna Curts

Mrs, Hugh Kistler

Mrs. Wick Graves

John Thomas

Mrs. Belle McWilliams
Little Anna Graves Nistler
Miss Lida Moreland

Miss Jennie Barnett

Miss Russell

Mrs. Mort Shirley

Miss Lula Searcy
ernie (irave
Miss Cassie Seay
=olored Postesifi the store

One of the worst tragedies to occur in
MecKinney occurred on January 23, 1913 when
a three-story building housing a department
store collapsed killing eight people. Cassie
Seay was shopping in the store that day and
was pinned beneath rubble near the front of
the store. Though her injuries were not severe,
her life was surely threatened by the growing
fire that occurred as a result of the collapse.
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_GENKRAL OCONTRACTORS

A. W. Dowlen R. L. Hagkal
Phone 627 Phone 304

DOWLEN & HANKAL
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Estimates made and furnished. AN
work firetciass and guaranteed. Nol®
contract too large or small.

Arthur W. Dowlen moved to McKinney in 1893
and worked a teacher until around 1900 when he
followed his brother Gideon into the construction
trade. One of Arthur’s first major contracts involved
building a manse (pastor’s residence) for the
Overland Presbyterian Church in McKinney.

Arthur W. Dowlen
(1865 - 1947)

Local and long distance telephone coanectrons

McKinney Manufacturing Co.

We Manufactare
Sash, Doors and General Building Supplies

Mantles a Specialty J. H. MINOR, Manager

Around 1910, Arthur Dowlen established the McKinney Manufacturing Company that specialized
in fabricating building components along with desks and chairs and other items made of wood.

e — == In March of 1915 Arthur Dowlen

c I IY A&N OU NC[M EN T S announced his candidacy for the Office

of Mayor in McKinney against the
popular incumbent Mayor H.A. Finch.
kFlection Tuesday, April 6.

Arthur later withdrew his name for
consideration leaving Mr. Finch to run
unopposed in the April election.

For Mayors:
A, W. DOWILIEKN.
For City Commissioner:
WICK GRAVES.
W. S. MATHEWS.

e




i = —

"A. W. DOWLIN

Home Man, Home Contractor
Patronjzed
B8y HOME PEOPLE

Make us Prove it-here it is:

Fioe Two-Story Home being bullt fur Connty Attoraey
Ram Neathery.

The years from 1914 to 1915 repre-
sented Arthur Dowlen’s most prolific
building period in McKinney. During
this period he completed nearly a
dozen two-story homes. The name
“Dowlin” often apears appears to be a
frequently used and accepted alter-
native to “Dowlen.” He is also known
to have used the first name “Pat” and
“Whit.”

Fine New Bungniow Home (ur Fred Coffey,
of Calfey Bros.

Fine TwosStory Home for W. L. Fitagerald,
with L I*, Crouch & Co.

All These Homes Within A Three Minutes’ Walk
Of Each Other.
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A. W. DOWLIN, ™" Ceagmeer
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It 1y probabie that there i not another family in the United 8tates with teni children of comparative sges,

all in good healtl: and on as lovable terms, na those compnaing the family group pictured above. The pic- |

ures of these, s munis and ancles, were assembied by F. 8, Thomas. Nashvlile, They are, reading from left |

i right, top row: Mrao Alice D, Jaor, 62, Miamt, Fia,; Mrs. Pertrans D Reading, 8, Peasant View, Tenn

A, W, Dowier 67 Dailng, Trexss, and R. L. Dow'lay, 70, Azhland Cily, Tenn. Bottam row: Miss Annie |

Dowien, 73, Ashinnd City. F. A, Dowlen, 74, Beaumont, Texas: Mis. Telitha Qoodlet:, M. Hiilsbor. Texas:

F. E Dowlen, 8¢, Hilsboro, and Mn. Carrie Looney, 83, Brownsvijle, Texas, and G. H, Dowlen, 78, McKengie, |
Texsa,

R

A

The above photo exposé appeared in the January 22, 1933 issue of the “Nashville Banner.” There
was no additional information regarding why the Dowlen family merited this recognition as all ten
children lived in nine different cities spread over three states. Also, it is curious that the author of
this piece was familiar enough with the family to have pictures of them but misprinted P.A. Dowlen’s
name (not F.A. Dowlen) and the city where G.H. Dowlen lived (McKinney, not McKenzie).
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