
Historic Preservation Advisory 

Board

CITY OF McKINNEY, TEXAS

Agenda

Council Chambers

222 N. Tennessee Street

McKinney, Texas 75069

5:30 PMThursday, October 6, 2016

PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.002, A QUORUM 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT.  NO CITY COUNCIL ACTION WILL 

BE TAKEN.

CALL TO ORDER

16-969 Oath of Office

16-970 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

CONSENT ITEMS

This portion of the agenda consists of non-controversial or housekeeping items 

required by law.  Items may be considered individually by the Board or Commission 

member making such request prior to a motion and vote on the Consent Items.

16-971 Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Regular 

Meeting of September 1, 2016

MinutesAttachments:

REGULAR AGENDA

16-013HTM Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the 

Request by Lisa Hammett, for Approval of a Historic Marker 

for the House Located at 418 North Waddill Street.

Application

Supporting Documents

Attachments:

16-013HT Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the 

Request by Lisa Hammett for Approval of a Level 1 Historic 

Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax Exemption for the 

House Located at 418 North Waddill Street.
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October 6, 2016Historic Preservation Advisory 

Board

Agenda

Application

Supporting Documents

Attachments:

DISCUSSION ITEMS

16-972 Discuss Historic Home Recognition Program

BOARD OR COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Board or Commission Comments relating to items of public interest: 

Announcements regarding local or regional civic and charitable events, staff 

recognition, commendation of citizens, upcoming meetings, informational update on 

projects, awards, acknowledgement of meeting attendees, birthdays, requests for 

items to be placed on upcoming agendas, and condolences.

ADJOURN

Posted in accordance with the Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, on the 28th 

day of September, 2016 at or before 5:00 p.m.

                                        ___________________________

                                        Sandy Hart, TRMC, MMC

                                        City Secretary

Accommodations and modifications for people with disabilities are available upon 

request. Requests should be made as far in advance as possible, but no less than 

48 hours prior to the meeting. Call 972-547-2694 or email 

contact-adacompliance@mckinneytexas.org with questions or for accommodations.
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16-969

Oath of OfficeTITLE:

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:



16-970

Election of Chair and Vice-ChairTITLE:

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:



16-971

Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Regular Meeting of
September 1, 2016

TITLE:

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Minutes



HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 
 

 

The Historic Preservation Advisory Board of the City of McKinney, Texas met in 

regular session in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building on Thursday, 

September 1, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.  

Board Members Present: Vice-Chairperson Shannon Burton, Peter Bailey, Kelly 

Buettner, Amber Douzart, and Kate White 

Board Members Absent: Chairperson Kevin McGraw and Karen Zupanic 

Staff Members Present: Planning Manager Samantha Pickett, Historic 

Preservation Officer Guy Giersch, and Administrative Assistant Terri Ramey 

There were three guests present.   

Vice-Chairperson Burton called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. after determining 

a quorum was present. 

The Board unanimously approved the motion by Board Member Buettner, 

seconded by Board Member Bailey, to approve the following consent item, with a vote of 

5-0-0:   

16-884  Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting of July 7, 2016 

 
END OF CONSENT 

Vice-Chairperson Burton continued the agenda with the Regular Agenda. 

16-012HTM  Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on 
the Request by Don & Jennifer Spak for Approval of a 
Historic Marker for the House Located at 316 North 
Waddill Street 

 
Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, explained 

the Historic Marker application and stated that Staff was recommending approval of a 

Historic Marker for 316 N. Waddill St. 

Mr. Don Spak, 316 N. Board St., McKinney, TX, offered to answer questions.   

Commission Member Buettner asked Mr. Spak if he lived in McKinney prior to this 

address.  Mr. Spak said yes and that he lived at 501 Board St. for approximately 14 years. 

Commission Member Bailey asked if there were still renovations to be done on the 

house.  Mr. Spak stated that all of the work had been completed. 

Vice-Chairperson Burton opened the public hearing and called for comments.                            

There being none, on a motion by Commission Member Buettner, seconded by 
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Commission Member Bailey, the Board unanimously approved the motion to close the 

public hearing and approve the request as recommended by Staff, with a vote of 5-0-0.  

16-012HT  Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on 
the Request by Don & Jennifer Spak for Approval of a 
Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax 
Exemption for the House Located at 316 North Waddill 
Street 

 
Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, explained 

the proposed Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax Exemption request 

and stated that Staff was recommending approval of the Level 1 Tax Exemption for 316 

N. Waddill Street.    

Mr. Don Spak, 316 N. Board St., McKinney, TX, offered to answer questions.  

There were none. 

Vice-Chairperson Burton opened the public hearing and called for comments.  

There being none, on a motion by Commission Member White, seconded by Commission 

Member Buettner, the Board unanimously approved the motion to close the public hearing 

and approve the request as recommended by Staff, with a vote of 5-0-0.  

Vice-Chairperson Burton continued the agenda with the Discussion items. 

16-885  Discuss Historic Tax Exemption Program Ordinance 

Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, and the 

Board discuss the Historic Tax Exemption Program Ordinance.  Mr. Giersch stated that 

he had received a letter from Mr. Tom Michero concerning a decision made by Staff 

regarding whether or not residential homes that qualify for a Historic Marker, but were 

used as businesses, could qualify for the Tax Incentive program.  Mr. Giersch stated that 

since the inception of the program, Staff had interpreted that when a residence was used 

as a business that it would not qualify for the Tax Incentive program.  He stated that there 

was not any specific language in the Level 1 portion of the program that specifically 

prohibited it applying.  Mr. Giersch stated that the ordinance states that “residential 

properties which have received the designation of the Historic Marker Program by the 

Historic Preservation Advisory Board prior to November 19, 2013 are eligible to receive 

a one-time, 100 percent exemption of the City’s Ad Valorem Taxes”.  He stated that the 

use of the residence as a business is not addressed by the ordinance.  Further discussion 
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indicated that the majority of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board agreed with Staff 

that residences used as businesses would not qualify for the program.      

16-886  Discuss Historic Home Recognition Program 

Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, and the 

Board discuss the Historic Home Recognition Program.   

END OF DISCUSSION ITEM  

There being no further business, Vice-Chairperson Burton declared the 

meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

 

 
                                                                              ________________________________ 

SHANNON BURTON 
Vice-Chairperson                                                                                      



16-013HTM

Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by Lisa
Hammett, for Approval of a Historic Marker for the House Located at 418
North Waddill Street.

TITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: October 8, 2016

DEPARTMENT: Planning Department

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Samantha Pickett, Planning Manager

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff is recommending approval of a historic marker for
418 North Waddill Street.

PRIORITY RATING: The property is listed as a high priority building according to the
2015 Update of the Historic Resource Survey. A high priority building contributes
significantly to local history or broader historical patterns; is an outstanding or unique
example of architecture, engineering or crafted design; retains a significant portion of its
original character and contextual integrity; meets, in some cases, criteria for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places and/or is eligible for a Texas Historical Marker.

ITEM SUMMARY: On September 19, 2016 the applicant submitted the necessary
documentation to apply for a Historic Marker for the house located at 418 North Waddill
Street (also known as the Jack McCullough House).

The purpose of the Historic Marker Program is to encourage owners of historic
properties to become actively involved in the preservation of McKinney’s historic past
through the recognition of historic events, people, and architecture. The applicant has
submitted a written narrative relating the history of the various families that have owned
the property or resided at 418 North Waddill Street and the role they played in
McKinney’s history.

The Jack McCullough House was designed and built by J. Ed Michael in 1931.  It is an
example of a Tudor (Gothic/Cotswold) Revival Style house. Tudor Revival homes



typically have steeply pitched roofs and are usually side gabled.  They typically have a
cross gable and multi-pane windows and large prominent chimneys.

The Jack McCullough house is a one-story, wood framed structure constructed on a
pier-and-beam foundation.  The house has the original six-over-one, wood sash, single-
hung windows.  The exterior remains largely unaltered.  The door occupies its original
location on the north side of the crossing gable.

HISTORICAL FIGURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE HOUSE:
· J. Ed. Michael designed and built the home located at 418 North Waddill Street

for John Pickney “Jack” McCullough (1900 - 1973).
· Jack was born in Bryan, Texas in 1900.  He attended Texas A&M.  While

attending A&M he set the Southwest Conference pole vaulting record at 12 feet
6 inches.  In 1924 he competed in 21 state competitions and finished first at
every meet.  He became eligible to compete in the 1924 Paris Olympics but, his
new employer at Purina Mills in Wichita Falls was not in favor of Jack being
gone.  So out of fear of losing his job he did not go.

· Jack was one of 35 salesmen at the Purina Mills.  He was responsible for
Denton, Wise, Collin, Grayson, and Cooke County.  He was the leading
salesman.  Jack worked for Purina for 4 years and then became the assistant
county agent for Dallas County.

· In August of 1929 Jack married Catherine Cartwright of Van Alstyne.  She was
the secretary to the Dean E.V. White at Texas Women’s University.  They
eventually moved to McKinney in 1929 to become the County agent for Collin
County.  In 1931 they had their house built at 418 N. Waddill.

· Jack worked as the County Agent in Collin County for 20 years.  He organized
252 4-H Clubs.  From 1930-1938 he organized the Agricultural Adjustment Act
(AAA) program in the county.  AAA was a program that was part of the New Deal
designed to reduce agricultural production.

· In 19515 Jack and wife moved to Tarrant County.

· During the time Jack was in McKinney he was a member of First Baptist Church,
Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce and the Collin County Fair Association.

· Jack died of a stroke on June 27, 1973.

· Bessie Cowan, widow of Dr. Robert Cowan, former pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in McKinney purchased the house in 1951.  After her death in 1956 the
home was sold to the McKinney Country Club Manager and golf pro, Bob
Yeager, in 1957.

· Six owners have lived in the house since the Yeager’s.  The Hammett’s are the
current owners.

ASSESSMENT: Staff believes that the applicant has met all of the requirements to
obtain a Historic Marker under the Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Program
(Ordinance 2015-12-105). Therefore, Staff is recommending approval of a Historic
Marker for 418 North Waddill Street.

Under Ordinance 2015-12-105, if the HPAB approves the Marker, the applicant will be



responsible for purchasing and displaying the Historic Marker.

Also, under Ordinance 2015-12-105, if the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
approves the Marker, the applicant may make application for a Level 1 tax exemption
(100% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for a period of 7 years) providing the
building has architectural integrity and has been properly rehabilitated/restored and
maintained.  The building must have a residential use in order to qualify for the tax
exemption.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Application
Supporting Documents































































16-013HT

Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by Lisa
Hammett for Approval of a Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement
Zone Tax Exemption for the House Located at 418 North Waddill Street.

TITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: October 6. 2016

DEPARTMENT: Planning

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff is recommending approval of the Level 1 tax
exemption for 418 North Waddill Street.

PRIORITY RATING: The property is listed as a high priority building according to the
2015 Update of the Historic Resource Survey. A high priority building contributes
significantly to local history or broader historical patterns; is an outstanding or unique
example of architecture, engineering or crafted design; retains a significant portion of its
original character and contextual integrity; meets, in some cases, criteria for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places and/or is eligible for a Texas Historical Marker.

ITEM SUMMARY: With an associated agenda item, #2016-013HTM, the applicant is
requesting approval of a Historic Marker. If the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
(HPAB) approves the applicant’s request for a Historic Marker, then, under Ordinance
2015-12-105, the applicant is eligible to request that the HPAB consider an application
for a Level 1 tax exemption (100% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for a period
of 7 years).

Per the Collin Central Appraisal District, estimated ad valorem taxes for this property in
2016 are $1,727.

ASSESSMENT: Staff has inspected the house to confirm that the building has
architectural integrity and has been properly rehabilitated/restored and maintained
according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.

In Staff’s assessment, the applicants have met the requirements to obtain a tax



exemption under Level 1 of the Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax
Exemption Program. Therefore, Staff is recommending approval of the Level 1 tax
exemption for 418 North Waddill Street.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Application
Supporting Documents

























































16-972

Discuss Historic Home Recognition ProgramTITLE:

MEETING DATE: October 6, 2016

DEPARTMENT: Planning

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Samantha Pickett, Planning Manager

ITEM SUMMARY:
· Discuss Historic Home Recognition Program

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:
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