
Historic Preservation Advisory 

Board

CITY OF McKINNEY, TEXAS

Agenda

2nd Floor Conference Room

222 N. Tennessee Street

McKinney, Texas 75069

5:30 PMThursday, November 2, 2017

PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.002, A QUORUM 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT.  NO CITY COUNCIL ACTION WILL 

BE TAKEN.

CALL TO ORDER

CONSENT ITEMS

This portion of the agenda consists of non-controversial or housekeeping items 

required by law.  Items may be considered individually by the Board or Commission 

member making such request prior to a motion and vote on the Consent Items.

17-1077 Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Meeting 

of October 5, 2017

MinutesAttachments:

REGULAR AGENDA

17-012HTM Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the 

Request by Dana Chadick for Approval of a Historic Marker 

for the House Located at 1102 West Virginia Street.

Historical Marker Application

Supporting Documentation

Attachments:

17-012HT Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the 

Request by Dana Chadick for Approval of a Level 1 Historic 

Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax Exemption for the 

House Located at 1102 West Virginia Street.

HNIZ Application

Supporting Documentation

Attachments:
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November 2, 2017Historic Preservation Advisory 

Board

Agenda

DISCUSSION ITEM

17-1078 Discuss the Historic Home Recognition Calendar

BOARD OR COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Board or Commission Comments relating to items of public interest: Announcements 

regarding local or regional civic and charitable events, staff recognition, commendation 

of citizens, upcoming meetings, informational update on projects, awards, 

acknowledgement of meeting attendees, birthdays, requests for items to be placed on 

upcoming agendas, and condolences.

ADJOURN

Posted in accordance with the Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, on the 25th day 

of October, 2017 at or before 5:00 p.m.

                                        ___________________________

                                        Sandy Hart, TRMC, MMC

                                        City Secretary

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is the policy of the City of 

McKinney to offer its public programs, services, and meetings in a manner that is 

readily accessible to everyone, including individuals with disabilities.  If you are a 

person with a disability and require information or materials in an appropriate 

alternative format; or if you require any other accommodation, please contact the ADA 

Coordinator at least 48 hours in advance of the event.  Phone 972-547-2694 or email 

contact-adacompliance@mckinneytexas.org.  Advance notification within this guideline 

will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility.  ADA 

grievances may also be directed to the ADA Coordinator or filed online at 

http://www.mckinneytexas.org/ada.
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17-1077

Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Meeting of October 5,
2017

TITLE:

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Minutes



 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 

OCTOBER 5, 2017 
 

 

The Historic Preservation Advisory Board of the City of McKinney, Texas met in 

regular session in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Municipal Building on Thursday, 

October 5, 2017 at 5:35 p.m.  

Board Members Present: Chairperson Jonathan Ball, Vice-Chairperson Amber 

Douzart, Lance Hammond, Shannon Burton, Peter Bailey, Karen Zupanic, and Terrance 

Wegner 

Staff Present:  City Secretary Sandy Hart, Planning Manager Matt Robinson, 

Historic Preservation Officer Guy Giersch, GIS Analyst Tonya Fallis, and Administrative 

Assistant Terri Ramey 

There were three guests present.   

Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, called the 

meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. after determining a quorum was present. 

17-950  Oath of Office 

Ms. Sandy Hart, City Secretary for the City of McKinney, gave the Oath of Office 

to all of the Board Members.       

17-951  Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

The Board approved the motion by Board Member Burton, seconded by Board 

Member Bailey, to elect Mr. Jonathan Ball as Chairperson, with a vote of 6-0-1.  Mr. 

Jonathan Ball abstained.   

The Board approved the motion by Board Member Bailey, seconded by 

Chairperson Ball, to elect Dr. Amber Douzart as Vice-Chairperson, with a vote of 7-0-0.    

Chairperson Ball continued the meeting with the Consent Agenda.   

The Board unanimously approved the motion by Board Member Hammond, 

seconded by Board Member Wegner, to approve the following consent item, with a vote 

of 7-0-0:   

17-952  Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting of September 7, 2017 

 
END OF CONSENT 

Chairperson Ball continued the agenda with the Regular Agenda. 
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17-011HTM  Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on 
the Request by Keith and Tress Pearce for Approval of 
a Historic Marker for the House Located at 1108 West 
Virginia Street. 

 
Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, explained 

the Historic Marker application and stated that Staff was recommending approval of a 

Historic Marker for 1108 West Virginia Street.  He offered to answer questions. 

Board Member Bailey asked if Mr. Copeland was the architect for the house.  Mr. 

Giersch said no, that Mr. Copeland purchased the house at a later time.  He stated that 

the house was built by F.F. Christie in 1905. 

Board Member Bailey asked for the location of the stairs.  Mr. Giersch stated that 

they were in the center of the house. 

Mr. Keith and Tress Pearce, 1108 Virginia Street, McKinney, TX, concurred with 

the Staff Report and offered to answer questions.   

Board Member Burton asked what was located upstairs.  Ms. Pearce stated that 

bedrooms and a bathroom were located upstairs. 

Board Member Bailey asked if the house had a clawfoot tub.  Ms. Pearce stated 

that it did not have one any more.  She stated that it was sold, since they were not using 

it.  Ms. Pearce stated that she was not sure that it was original to the house.  Board 

Member Bailey stated that there were not many clawfoot tubs in McKinney. 

Chairperson Ball stated that the history of the house was interesting.  Ms. Pearce 

stated that Tom Michero compiled the documentation for the marker application and 

presented it to them.  She stated that they recognized a lot of the names associated with 

the history of the house. 

Board Member Bailey asked how long they had lived in the house.  Ms. Pearce 

stated that they lived there just over one year. 

Board Member Hammond asked if the applicants had any plans to restore or make 

changes to the house.  Ms. Pearce stated that they had already done some foundation 

and electrical work.  She stated that due to the age of the house that work would be 

ongoing.   

Chairperson Ball opened the public hearing and called for comments.  There being 

none, on a motion by Board Member Wegner, seconded by Board Member Zupanic, the 
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Board unanimously approved the motion to close the public hearing and approve the 

request as recommended by Staff, with a vote of 7-0-0. 

17-011HT  Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on 
the Request by Keith and Tress Pearce for Approval of 
a Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax 
Exemption for the House Located at 1108 West Virginia 
Street. 

 
Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, explained 

the proposed Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax Exemption request 

and stated that Staff was recommending approval of the Level 1 Tax Exemption for 1108 

West Virginia Street and offered to answer questions. 

Mr. Keith and Tress Pearce, 1108 Virginia Street, McKinney, TX, concurred with 

the Staff Report and offered to answer questions.    

 Chairperson Ball asked if the tax savings would be used on the house to maintain 

it.  Ms. Pearce stated that the money would be used towards the foundation and electrical 

expenses.  She stated that there might be some plumbing expenses as well. 

Board Member Burton asked about the amount of tax that the applicant would be 

saving.  Mr. Giersch stated that the 2017 City taxes for this property show to be $1,947 

according to the Central Appraisal District’s website. 

Chairperson Ball opened the public hearing and called for comments.  There being 

none, on a motion by Board Member Bailey, seconded by Board Member  

Burton, the Board unanimously approved the motion to close the public hearing and 

approve the request as recommended by Staff, with a vote of 7-0-0.  

END OF REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

Chairperson Ball continued the agenda with the Discussion Items. 

17-953  Discuss the Historic Home Recognition Calendar 

Mr. Giersch discussed the calendar with the Board.  A copy of the calendar was 

distributed to the Board Members to review.  Board Member Burton thanked Board 

Member Ball for the photographs that he took for the calendar.   

 Mr. Giersch reminded the Board that nominations for properties to be featured in 

the next calendar were due by November 13, 2017.  He stated that there were 

approximately 45 historic markers that had been issued and 16 of those had not been 

featured in a calendar to date.  Mr. Giersch asked the Board if they might want to just 
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feature homes that have received a historic marker in the next calendar.  Board Member 

Wegner questioned why properties could not be featured in the calendar more than once.  

Mr. Giersch explained that the Board previously decided to do this when the program was 

created.  He stated that there are a lot of properties available that could be featured and 

that way not the same 14 properties would continually be featured in the calendars.  Mr. 

Giersch stated that the calendar was being used to promote Historic McKinney and to 

encourage property owners to fix up and maintain their properties.  He stated that people 

should not only think of historic districts as having huge Victorian houses.  Mr. Giersch 

stated that other style houses within the Historic District were equally as valuable.  Board 

Member Hammond questioned if a property was turning a certain age if it might be 

considered an exemption to the rule.  He gave examples of a house turning 100, 125, or 

150 years old.  Board Member Bailey stated that we would not have exact dates of when 

most of the houses were built.  Mr. Giersch stated that the McKinney Historic Resource 

Survey listed mostly circa dates.  He dated that circa dates were typically off by 

approximately 10 years one way or the other.  Board Member Hammond stated that there 

was merit in looking at houses that have received a historic marker from the City of 

McKinney and have yet to be featured in a calendar, since the property owners took the 

time to commission a study, the Board approved their request, and we would like to see 

more property owners participate in the marker program.  Board Member Bailey asked if 

the calendar would be presented at a City Council meeting.  Mr. Giersch stated that he 

was still working on it.   

17-954  Discuss Historic Walking Tours 

Mr. Giersch thanked Vice-Chairperson Douzart for putting together a revised 

Walking Tour for Downtown McKinney.  Board Member Hammond stated that the fonts 

were a little small.  Vice-Chairperson Douzart stated that her intent was to print it on a 

larger 11” x 17” sheet of paper, which would have made it larger and easier to read.   

Mr. Giersch stated that he enlisted Tonya Fallis, GIS Analyst with the City of 

McKinney, to see if she could create an electronic, customizable walking tour that could 

be pulled up on someone’s phone.  He stated that Ms. Fallis had previously worked with 

the State of New Mexico and the City of Santa Fe in GIS with some archaeology types of 

things.  Mr. Giersch stated that she mapped all of their great sites.  Ms. Fallis shared 
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some thoughts that she had for the project.  She stated that one of the reasons that she 

came to work for the City of McKinney was that she was impressed with McKinney’s 

Historic District.  Ms. Fallis stated that she and Mr. Giersch discussed possible ways to 

use GIS and on-line maps to show more of the historic nature of McKinney.  She stated 

that creating an electronic version of the walking tour was a good place to start.  Ms. Fallis 

suggested starting with the locations on the current walking tour and possibly adding more 

locations at a later date.  She stated that there were some great tools out there that are 

pretty flexible.  Ms. Fallis requested the Board share ideas for future projects.  She stated 

that she was really excited about helping with the Board.  Board Member Wegner asked 

how long it might take to put together an electronic walking tour.  Ms. Fallis stated that 

she would like to have an electronic walking tour created by the end of the year.  She 

stated that she might be able to link audio and/or video files to it later as well.  Board 

Member Wegner asked if this was in addition to the paper copies of the walking tour.  He 

stated that some people do not have smart phones and tablets.  Ms. Fallis stated that this 

would be just another option.  She suggested that maybe the City of McKinney Marketing 

Staff could design a paper copy to match the electronic copy.  Ms. Fallis stated that it 

would be nice to roll them out at the same time.       

 There being no further business, Chairperson Ball declared the meeting adjourned 

at 6:32 p.m. 

 

 
                                                                              ________________________________ 

JONATHAN BALL 
Chairperson  



17-012HTM

Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by Dana
Chadick for Approval of a Historic Marker for the House Located at 1102
West Virginia Street.

TITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: November 2, 2017

DEPARTMENT: Planning

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Matt Robinson, AICP, Planning Manager

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff is recommending approval of a historic marker for
1102 West Virginia Street.

PRIORITY RATING: The property is listed as a high priority building according to the
2015 Update of the Historic Resource Survey. A High Priority building contributes
significantly to local history or broader historical patterns. They are an outstanding or
unique example of architecture, engineering or crafted design. They retain a significant
portion of original character and contextual integrity and meets, in some cases, criteria
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic places and/or are eligible for a Texas
Historical Marker. Inappropriate paint schemes and small, unobtrusive additions at the
rear of a building that could be removed without further loss of historic material would
not necessarily disqualify a structure from this category.  Neither would the sensitive
use of modern composition shingles in lieu of original wood shingles.  To qualify for this
category of architecture, however, the historic integrity of the building is paramount.
This category can also be assigned if the structure is the last remaining example of a
particular building type, if it displays especially rare or unusual features, or if it is
associated with an important historic event or person.

ITEM SUMMARY: On October 3, 2017 the applicant submitted the necessary
documentation to apply for a historic marker for the house located at 1102 West Virginia
Street (also known as the Newton Burkett House).

The purpose of the Historic Marker Program is to encourage owners of historic



properties to become actively involved in the preservation of McKinney’s historic past
through the recognition of historic events, people, and architecture. The applicant has
submitted a written narrative relating the history of the various families that have owned
the property or resided at 1102 West Virginia Street and the role they played in
McKinney’s history.

The Newton Burkett House was built in 1935 by T. J. Blankenship. This particular
example of a Colonial Revival Style is quite often called a Cape Cod Cottage.

The house is a 1 1/2-story, pier and beam construction with painted wood lap siding.
The house is built on a rectangular floor plan. The roof features a side gabled roof with
three evenly spaced dormers on the front elevation. The wood windows are six-over-six
divided light windows and are evenly spaced across the elevations of the house. The
wood front door is centrally located beneath a four bay front porch that extends across
most of the front of the building. The three bay front porch is supported by square
columns.

HISTORICAL FIGURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE HOUSE:

· Newton Burkett was born in Jackson, Tennessee in 1894.  His family moved to
Houston around 1905.  His father was involved in finance and real estate.
Eventually Newton took a job as a teller working for the South Texas. National bank.

· Newton’s father died in 1923.  Newton and his Mother, Callie, moved to
McKinney in 1925 Newton became an assistant cashier at the First National Bank of
McKinney.  Note: An assistant cashier was an officer of the bank.

· In 1930 Newton married Lucy Thompson.  Lucy was the daughter of Frances
Abernathy.  Her family connections to the placed her among the social elite of
McKinney.  Lucy worked as the office manager for the Underwood Chevrolet
company after graduation in 1922.

· In 1932 the Collin County National Bank bought out the First National Bank
where Newton kept his position as Assistant Cashier.  The directors conveyed the
property at 1102 W Virginia in 1935.  Eventually, in the mid-50’s Newton was
promoted to Vice President of the bank and about 15 years later he was appointed
to the position of Executive Vice President.

· Newton and Lucy had two children.  One son is currently the First Vice Chairman
of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.

· On October 31, 1940 Newton’s mother Callie died in the family home.

· Newton and his wife Lucy led a very active community life.  He was president of
the lions Club, Retail Merchant Association, First Methodist Church, Kiwanis Club,
Director of the Chamber of Commerce and Greater McKinney United Fund, Boy
Scouts, served on the Board of the McKinney City Hospital as well as being active
with numerous other organizations.  Lucy was one of the founders of the Heritage
Guild of McKinney (Chestnut Square).  She was very active in the Jeanne d’Arcs
Club (1918) whose goal was to cultivate culture, the arts, and science.  Lucy and
Newton were big supporters of the library.

· Newton died in 1969 and Lucy lived in the house until it was sold in 1993.  She
died in Baltimore in 1997.



ASSESSMENT: Staff believes that the applicant has met all of the requirements to
obtain a Historic Marker under the Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Program
(Ordinance 2015-12-105). Therefore, Staff is recommending approval of a Historic
Marker for 1102 West Virginia Street.

Under Ordinance 2015-12-105, if the HPAB approves the Marker, the applicant will be
responsible for purchasing and displaying the Historic Marker.

Also, under Ordinance 2015-12-105, if the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
approves the Marker, the applicant may make application for a Level 1 tax exemption
(100% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for a period of 7 years) providing the
building has architectural integrity and has been properly rehabilitated/restored and
maintained.  The building must have a residential use in order to qualify for the tax
exemption.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Historical Marker Application
Supporting Documentation
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17-012HT

Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by Dana
Chadick for Approval of a Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone
Tax Exemption for the House Located at 1102 West Virginia Street.

TITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: November 2, 2017

DEPARTMENT: Planning

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Matt Robinson, AICP, Planning Manager

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff is recommending approval of the Level 1 tax
exemption for 1102 West Virginia Street.

PRIORITY RATING: The property is listed as a high priority building according to the
2015 Update of the Historic Resource Survey. A medium priority building contributes to
local history or broader historical patterns, however, reversible alterations have
diminished the buildings integrity.  These might include the loss or clear replacement
with modern materials some of the historic windows, portions of the porch, roof
materials or an addition that noticeably changes the perception of the building.  For this
priority rating these changes would need to be generally believed to be readily
reversible without further loss of historic material.  Any alterations should blend and not
distract such that the building remains a typical example of architecture, engineering, or
crafted design of the period it represents.

ITEM SUMMARY: With an associated agenda item, #2017-012HTM, the applicant is
requesting approval of a Historic Marker. If the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
(HPAB) approves the applicant’s request for a Historic Marker, then, under Ordinance
2015-12-105, the applicant is eligible to request that the HPAB consider an application
for a Level 1 tax exemption (100% exemption of City’s ad valorem taxes for a period of
7 years).

Per the Collin Central Appraisal District, estimated ad valorem taxes for this property in
2017 are $2,522.



ASSESSMENT: Staff has inspected the house to confirm that the building has
architectural integrity and has been properly rehabilitated/restored and maintained
according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.

In Staff’s assessment, the applicants have met the requirements to obtain a tax
exemption under Level 1 of the Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax
Exemption Program. Therefore, Staff is recommending approval of the Level 1 tax
exemption for 1102 West Virginia Street.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

HNIZ Application
Supporting Documentation
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Discuss the Historic Home Recognition CalendarTITLE:

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:
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