
Historic Preservation Advisory 

Board

CITY OF McKINNEY, TEXAS

Agenda

City Hall Council Chambers

222 N. Tennessee Street

McKinney, Texas 75069

5:30 PMThursday, February 6, 2020

PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.002, A QUORUM 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT.  NO CITY COUNCIL ACTION WILL 

BE TAKEN.

CALL TO ORDER

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS (For Non-Public Hearing Agenda

Items)

If you wish to address the Board on a posted item on this agenda, please fill out a "Request 

to Speak" card and present it to the Clerk before the meeting. Pursuant to Section 551.007 of 

the Texas Government Code, any person wishing to address the Board for items listed as 

public hearings will be recognized when the public hearing is opened.

Speakers wishing to address the Board regarding any non-public hearing item on this agenda 

shall have a time limit of three (3) minutes per speaker, per agenda item. The Board Chair 

may reduce the speaker time limit uniformly to accommodate the number of speakers or 

improve meeting efficiency.

CONSENT ITEMS

This portion of the agenda consists of non-controversial or housekeeping items required by 

law.  Items may be considered individually by the Board or Commission member making 

such request prior to a motion and vote on the Consent Items.

20-0113 Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Regular 

Meeting of December 5, 2019

MinutesAttachments:

REGULAR AGENDA

20-0004HTM Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the 

Request by Robbie Chandler for Approval of a Historic 

Marker for the House Located at 608 West Virginia Street
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Marker Application

Narrative History

Survey Boundaries

Sanborn Maps-FP

Photographs

Architectural Style

Family Trees

References

Attachments:

20-0004HT Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the 

Request by Robbie Chandler for Approval of a Level 1 

Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax Exemption for 

the House Located at 608 West Virginia Street

DISCUSSION ITEMS

20-0114 Discuss Historic Home Recognition Calendar

BOARD OR COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Board or Commission Comments relating to items of public interest: Announcements 

regarding local or regional civic and charitable events, staff recognition, commendation of 

citizens, upcoming meetings, informational update on projects, awards, acknowledgement of 

meeting attendees, birthdays, requests for items to be placed on upcoming agendas, and 

condolences.

ADJOURN
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Posted in accordance with the Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, on the 30th day of 

January, 2020 at or before 5:00 p.m.

                                        ___________________________

                                        Empress Drane

                                        City Secretary

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is the policy of the City of McKinney 

to offer its public programs, services, and meetings in a manner that is readily accessible to 

everyone, including individuals with disabilities.  If you are a person with a disability and 

require information or materials in an appropriate alternative format; or if you require any 

other accommodation, please contact the ADA Coordinator at least 48 hours in advance of 

the event.  Phone 972-547-2694 or email contact-adacompliance@mckinneytexas.org.  

Advance notification within this guideline will enable the City to make reasonable 

arrangements to ensure accessibility.  ADA grievances may also be directed to the ADA 

Coordinator or filed online at http://www.mckinneytexas.org/ada.
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20-0113

Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Regular Meeting of
December 5, 2019

TITLE:

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Minutes



HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 

DECEMBER 5, 2019 
 

 

The Historic Preservation Advisory Board of the City of McKinney, Texas met in 

regular session in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building on Thursday, 

December 5, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 

City Council Present:  Charlie Phillips 

Board Members Present: Vice-Chairman Jonathan Ball, Ian Beirnes, Shannon 

Burton, Carl R. Smith, Chris Tovar, and Alternate Betty Petkovsek 

Board Member Absent:  Chairman Lance Hammond and Erika Reardon 

Staff Present:  Assistant Director of Planning Mark Doty, Historic Preservation 

Officer Guy Giersch, and Administrative Assistant Terri Ramey 

There were four guests present. 

Vice-Chairman Ball called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. after determining a 

quorum was present. 

Vice-Chairman Ball called for Public Comments for non-public hearing agenda 

items.  There were no public comments. 

The Board unanimously approved the motion by Board Member Beirnes, 

seconded by Board Member Tovar, to approve the following consent item, with a vote of 

5-0-0: 

 19-0983  Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Regular Meeting of 

November 7, 2019 

END OF CONSENT ITEMS  

Board Member Smith arrived. 

Vice-Chairman Ball continued the agenda with the Regular Agenda Item. 

19-0021HTM  Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by Pat 

Dowell for Approval of a Historic Marker for the House Located at 700 

West Virginia Street.  Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for 

the City of McKinney, explained the Historic Marker application.  He 

discussed the history of the house and the previous property owners.  Mr. 

Giersch stated that Staff was recommending approval of a historic 
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marker for 700 West Virginia Street and offered to answer questions.  

The Board Members asked about the maintenance done on the house.  

Mr. Giersch was unaware of any add-ons or sections that had been 

rebuilt.  He stated that the structure had been painted in the last five 

years.  Mr. Giersch stated that the narratives typically focuses on one 

main person that live at the property and their relatives.  Ms. Nina Dowell 

Ringley, 313 N. Benge Street, McKinney, TX, stated that she was 

representing Ms. Pat Dowell.  She explained the Historic Marker 

application.  Ms. Ringley shared more history on the property and 

previous owners.  Vice-Chairman Ball opened the public hearing and 

called for comments.  There being none, on a motion by Board Member 

Beirnes, seconded by Alternate Board Member Petkovsek, the Board 

unanimously voted to close the public hearing and approve the request 

as recommended by Staff, with a vote of 6-0-0.   

19-0021HT  Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by Pat 

Dowell for Approval of a Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement 

Zone Tax Exemption for the House Located at 700 West Virginia Street.  

Mr. Guy Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer for the City of McKinney, 

explained the proposed Level 1 Historic Neighborhood Improvement 

Zone Tax Exemption request.  He stated that Staff was recommending 

approval of the Level 1 Tax Exemption for 700 West Virginia Street.  Mr. 

Giersch stated that the ad valorem taxes for this property in 2019 were 

approximately $1,839.  He offered to answer questions.  There were 

none.  Ms. Nina Dowell Ringley, 313 N. Benge Street, McKinney, TX, 

concurred with the Staff report and offered to answer questions.  Vice-

Chairman Ball asked if there were any home improvements needed that 

the tax savings would be used towards.  Ms. Ringley felt nothing major 

needed to be done to the house; however, there were ongoing small 

maintenance needs for older houses.  Alternate Board Member 

Petkovsek stated that older houses need custom maintenance which 
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tends to be more expensive.  Vice-Chairman Ball opened the public 

hearing and called for comments, there being none, on a motion by 

Board Member Burton, seconded by Board Member Smith, the Board 

unanimously voted to close the public hearing and approve the request 

as recommended by staff, with a vote of 6-0-0. 

END OF REGULAR AGENDA 

Vice-Chairman Ball continued the agenda with the Discussion Item. 

19-0984  Discuss the Historic Home Recognition Program.  Mr. Guy Giersch gave 

an update on the annual calendar project.  Board Member Burton and Mr. 

Giersch thanked Terri Ramey for all of her work on the calendar.     

There being no further business, on a motion by Board Member Beirnes, 

seconded by Board Member Smith, the Board unanimously approved the motion to 

adjourn the meeting, with a vote of 6-0-0.  Vice-Chairman Ball declared the meeting 

adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

 

 
                                                                              ________________________________ 

JONATHAN BALL 
Vice-Chairman                                                       



20-0004HTM

Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by
Robbie Chandler for Approval of a Historic Marker for
the House Located at 608 West Virginia Street

TITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: February 6, 2020

DEPARTMENT: Development Services - Planning Department

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Mark Doty, Assistant Director of Planning

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff is recommending approval of a historic marker for
608 West Virginia Street.

PRIORITY RATING: The property is listed as a high priority building according to the
2015 Update of the Historic Resource Survey. A high priority building contributes
significantly to local history or broader historical patterns; is an outstanding or unique
example of architecture, engineering or crafted design; retains a significant portion of its
original character and contextual integrity; meets in some cases, criteria for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places and/or is eligible for a Texas Historical Marker.

ITEM SUMMARY: The purpose of the Historic Marker Program is to encourage owners
of historic properties to become actively involved in the preservation of McKinney’s
historic past through the recognition of historic events, people, and architecture. The
applicant has submitted a written narrative relating the history of the various families
that have owned the property or resided at 608 West Virginia Street and the role they
played in McKinney’s history.

On January 13, 2020 the applicant submitted the necessary documentation to apply for
a historic marker for the house located at 608 West Virginia Street known as the J. P.
Harris House.

The J. P. Harris House was built in 1918.  It is an example of the Craftsman/ Bungalow
style which was popular in the late 19th and early 20th century. The house is a single-



story wood frame house constructed on a pier and beam foundation covered in wood
lap siding.   The general design of the house uses large four-over-one double-hung
windows, exposed rafter tails, knee bracing, low sloped gable roofs, brick piers with
tapered columns that support the front porch which runs almost the entire front of the
house, and decorative half timbering in the front gable.  These elements are common to
the Craftsman/Bungalow style.

HISTORICAL FIGURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE HOUSE:

James Patrick Harris (1879 - 1932)

· James was born in Virginia on March 27, 1879.  James Harris comes from a
distinguished family whose parents were two highly educated teachers in Virginia.
His family was active politically in Virginia with members of the family having served
in the Virginia State Assembly and the U.S. Congress

· Harris moved to Farmersville area with his family around 1880.  His Father, an
attorney, was a graduate of Emory University.

· James worked as an educator in the Farmersville area eventually becoming a
traveling salesman for the American Tobacco Company.  After 12 years he started
working in the grocery industry including the Mayfield Grocery Company and
Webster Grocery.

· In 1914 James married Harriet L. Buck.  He was a 32-degree Mason and a
member of the Dallas Scottish Rite.

· Around 1917 James and Harriet moved to McKinney and purchased the house
and lot.  In 1918 he removed the house and had a six-room Craftsman/Bungalow
style built in its place.

· As a traveling salesman, he was on the road a considerable amount of time.
This limited his ability to be very active in civic affairs.  He was an active member in
the First Baptist Church in McKinney.

· In 1939, while on the road to San Antonio he appears to have had a heart attack
and died in the Roberts Hotel.  He was bought back to McKinney and Dr. J.H.
Cozad preached his funeral at First Baptist Church and his burial at Pecan Grove
Cemetery was performed by the local Masonic Lodge, St. John’s No. 51.

Harriet Lucille (Buck) Harris (1884-1952)

· Harriet, Hattie, Buck was born in Collin County on August 16, 1884.  Hattie
attended McKinney Public schools and then went to Baylor Female College in
Belton.  She returned to McKinney and became very active in the various women’s
clubs in McKinney.  She was a member of the Daughters of the Confederacy, the
Priscilla Club, the McKinney Art Club and the Rushlight Club whose focus is on the
earliest primitive lighting devices that used gas and electricity. The majority of clubs
she joined focused on arts, literature, and geography.

· In 1914 she married James Harris with Dr. E.E. King of the First Baptist Church
officiating.

· After James’ death in 1932 Hettie, divided the house into apartments and moved



to Dallas to be close to her sister.  She managed the property at 608 W. Louisiana
until her death in 1952.  She is buried in Pecan Grove Cemetery next to her
husband.

ASSESSMENT: Staff believes that the applicant has met all the requirements to obtain
a Historic Marker under the Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Program
(Ordinance 2015-12-105). Therefore, Staff is recommending approval of a Historic
Marker for 608 West Virginia Street.

Under Ordinance 2015-12-105, if the HPAB approves the Marker, the applicant will be
responsible for purchasing and displaying the Historic Marker.

Also, under Ordinance 2015-12-105, if the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
approves the Marker, the applicant may make application for a Level 1 tax exemption
(100% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for a period of 7 years) providing the
building has architectural integrity and has been properly rehabilitated/restored and
maintained.  The building must have a residential use in order to qualify for the tax
exemption.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:

Marker Application
Narrative History
Survey Boundaries
Sanborn Maps-FP
Photographs
Architectural Style
Family Trees
References













































































20-0004HT

Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider/Discuss/Act on the Request by
Robbie Chandler for Approval of a Level 1 Historic Neighborhood
Improvement Zone Tax Exemption for the House Located at 608 West
Virginia Street

TITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: February 6, 2020

DEPARTMENT: Development Services - Planning Department

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Mark Doty, Assistant Director of Planning

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff is recommending approval of the Level 1 tax
exemption for 608 West Virginia Street.

PRIORITY RATING: The property is listed as a high priority building according to the
2015 Update of the Historic Resource Survey. A high priority building contributes
significantly to local history or broader historical patterns; is an outstanding or unique
example of architecture, engineering or crafted design; retains a significant portion of its
original character and contextual integrity; meets, in some cases, criteria for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places and/or is eligible for a Texas Historical Marker.

ITEM SUMMARY: With an associated agenda item, 2020-0004HTM, the applicant is
requesting approval of a Historic Marker. If the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
(HPAB) approves the applicant’s request for a Historic Marker, then, under Ordinance
2015-12-105, the applicant is eligible to request that the HPAB consider an application
for a Level 1 tax exemption (100% exemption of the City’s ad valorem taxes for a period
of 7 years).

Per the Collin Central Appraisal District, estimated ad valorem taxes for this property in
2020 are $1,752.

ASSESSMENT: Staff has inspected the house to confirm that the building has
architectural integrity and has been properly rehabilitated/restored and maintained



according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.

In Staff’s assessment, the applicant(s) have met the requirements to obtain a tax
exemption under Level 1 of the Historic Neighborhood Improvement Zone Tax
Exemption Program. Therefore, Staff is recommending approval of the Level 1 tax
exemption for 608 West Virginia Street.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:



20-0114

Discuss Historic Home Recognition CalendarTITLE:

COUNCIL GOAL: Enhance the Quality of Life in McKinney

MEETING DATE: February 6, 2020

DEPARTMENT: Development Services - Planning Department

CONTACT: Guy R. Giersch, Historic Preservation Officer
Mark Doty, Assistant Director of Planning

DISCUSSION ITEM:
Discuss Historic Home Recognition Calendar

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:
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