G. Photographs

William A. & James C. Rhea owned the 4.86 acres on
North Church Street. Around 1872 they began selling
individual lots which became a full-fledged subdivision
known as the Rhea Addition in 1911. In 1857, the two
brothers operated a mill 10 miles northwest of McKinney
which became to site of the town of Rhea Mills. William
(standing) died in 1906. James died in 1925.

James Anon McKey was a Mississippi native who came to
McKinney in 1897 to operate the Houston & Texas Central
Railroad Depot. He married Anne Means in 1902. He and
his wife lived with her mother Belle on Benge Street until his
death due to pneumonia in 1911. He was 39 years old.
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Anne and James McKey had two children, Rosa
Belle and James, Jr. The photo at left shows
the children posing for a photographer around
1911. James, Jr. died in 1912.

Rosa Belle McKey was born in
McKinney and grew up living with her
mother and grandmother on Benge
Street, later on Church Street. She

| became a school teacher and mar-
ried journalist Henry Mouzon in 1932.
Following World War Ii, she taught in
McKinney's West Ward School for a
number of years.

Henry D. Mouzon was born in McKinney in
1902 and married Rosa Belle McKey in 1932.
Henry worked as a sports writer for the McK-
inney Courier-Gazette while living with Rosa
Belle in Anne McKey'’s house from 1945 until
his death in 1964.

Holly Springs, Mississippi was the home
town of several McKinney families including
names like Fant, Erwin, Anderson and Mat-
tison. However, the most famous family to
fr immigrate to McKinney from this town was the
Abernathy family. Many Abernathys were law-
‘ yers and judges with significant land holdings
in town and around the county. Holly Springs
g is in Marshal County, on the northern boarder
of the state. In 1893, when Belle (Means)
| McWilliams left, the town’s population totaled
e about 2,200.
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Anne McKey worked in retail sales in McKinney depart- = g
ment stores including the Perkins Brothers. In 1937, S
Anne attended a training program in Dallas that allowed
her claim the title “corsetiere.”
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Anne McKey joined the First Presbyterian Church of
McKinney in 1895. Her devotion to the church extended
throughout her lifetime. The photo above from 1968
shows Anne (left) and Mrs Frank Wolford accepting cita-
tions for their long-time service to the church.
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Belle McWilliams, who survived the col-
fapse of the Mississippi Store building in
1913, lived with her daughter Anne through-
out her time in McKinney, including 40 years
at 615 N. Church Street. The photo at left is
from a Denton newspaper in 1958 reporting
on her being awarded a coffee maker from

... Allen Butane for being the company’s oldest

customer.



A Brief History of the First Presbyterian Church of McKinney

The First Presbyterian Church was
organized in 1874. Rev. W.K. Marshall
was the pastor and the congregation
meet at the home of drug-store owner
Dr. Edwin N. McAulay. In 18786, the
congregation built a wood-frame struc-
ture on the corner of Hunt and Tennes-
see Street. In 1899, the church was
razed and a brick building was erected
on a new location at North Kentucky
and Lamar Street. This is the building
in which Anne McWilliams and James
McKey were married in 1902. Anne
and her mother Belle were long-time
active members of the church. Anne
was instrumental in raising money for
the stained glass windows for the N.
Kentucky Street church. In 1967, the
church moved again, this time to its
current location a 2000 W. White Street.
The windows of the earlier church were
incorporated into the new building.
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ﬁaéth"iyh he replied: “It had to be

The circumstances concerning Belle (Means) McWilliam’s arrival in McKinney are unclear. However,
it is known that her husband William worked as deputy for his brother who was the Sheriff of Marshall
County, Mississippi. In 1893, William sued his brother his salary. That is also the same year Belle
arrived in McKinney. Two years later, an article appearing in the Clarion-Ledger describes an horrific
incident involving the sheriff in 1895. Belle’s aunt Amanda (sister of Lucy Abernathy) was married to
Sheriff McWilliams. Furthermore, it is unclear what became of William and why Belle appears as a
widow on the 1900, 1910 and 1920 Census even though her husband did not die until 1923.
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McKinney Shrouded in Sorrow

COLLAPSE OF BIG DEPARTMENT STORE CRUSHES MEN, WOMEN
AND cmmnzs--&mar DEAD--MANY INJURED. !

ing Crumbles Instantly

Vietims. Absolutely Without Warnisg Have No Tim to Em:pe--i"zu Breaks Out. Adding to Horrible sﬂ.u.
Sobs of Anguish Stricken Women snd Children Heard While Hundreds of
Men Work Frantically to Rescuc Them. :

Property Loss Estimated at One Hundred Thousand Dollars |
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Belle McWilliams was working as sales clerk at the Cheeves Bros. Dept. Store when the
1.0.0.F building collapsed killing eight and pinning her for hours beneath the rubble. The
text on the following page tells the story.
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