E. Narrative History

In 1841, the Republic of Texas granted a “land patent” totaling 3,129 acres to William
Davis in return for his participation in the new nation’s battle for independence. In 1849,
he donated 120 acres to Collin County officials for the creation of the City of McKinney.
The town planners laid out the city into 87 blocks known as the Original McKinney
Donation.

Brothers James and William Rhea were successful mill owners from the town of Rhea
Mills northwest of McKinney, named for their father. The two bothers were also partners
in buying and selling land. In 1891, the brothers purchased from the estate of Abraham
Rhine a 10.5 acre tract of land between College and Benge Street.

in 1884, the Rhea brothers subdivided this tract into several lots. The subdivision
became known as the W.A. Rhea Addition. The home at 506 West Hunt occupies the
east portion of Lot 11 of this subdivision. William Rhea died in 1906 with many of his
property holdings transferring to his surviving brother James.

In 1909, banker Fred Emerson purchased a 1.13 acre parcel of land along Hunt Street
from James C. Rhea. At the time of the purchase, Fred's ex-wife Fannie was the niece
of the Rhea bothers through marriage. That same year, Fred contracted with W.J.
Higgins to build a ten-room, two-story house on the eastern portion the parcel. Fred paid
$3,500 for the new home which the Weekly Democrat Gazette called “one of the hand-
somest and most attractive homes in the city.” This edifying language was commonly
applied to any new home in McKinney during this period but given the home’s stately
size and construction, the reporter’s description was more than merely obligatory.

When the home was completed in 1909, Fred and his second wife Laura along with
their daughter Sarah and infant Fred junior moved in. For the next several years, the
Emersons hosted frequent social events in the home, often celebrating musicians and
artists. In 1929, Fred died at the age of 57. Laura maintained the home for three years
following the husband’s death before selling it to the First Baptist Church in 1932 for
$4,500.

The First Baptist Church used the home as a parsonage for the next 24 years. The
pastors who lived in the house include J.H. Cozad, R.A. Clifton, D.D. Seger and Charles
Myers. It is believed that during this period that the stained glass windows were added
to the house.
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In 1956, the First Baptist Church sold the house to grocer Nelson P. Judd for $7,500
who owned the home for the next 27 years. When the current owners purchased the
home in 2018, the house was in need of repair but the exterior and nearly all of the inte-
rior were as originally built.
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F. Drawings

W.A. Rhea Addition

Brothers James and William Rhea were
successful mill owners who purchased many
tracts of land in Collin County. The brothers
were responsible for creating subdivisions on
both Church and Hunt Street.

In 1891, the Rhea Brothers purchased 10.47
acres from the heirs of Abraham Rhine and
later subdivided part of Block 49 of the Original
McKinney Donation.

In 1909, Fred Emerson purchased a portion
of the W.A. Rhea Addition shown in red in the
diagram at right.

Mr. Emerson hired W.J. Higgins to build a
house for him on the east portion of the prop-
erty at what is now known as 506 Hunt Street.

During the years Mr. Emerson lived on Hunt
Street, he sold portions of his property.

~
WA ant | |

A iy e T o
This map shows the Davis land patent and
adjacent surveys. The eastern most edge of
the Davis survey is now College Street. The
shaded rectangle in the diagram indicates
City boundaries beyond the original 120 acre
donation.
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Sanborn Maps (1908-1927+)

This series of Sanborn maps shows the evolution of the area around 506 W. Hunt Street. The

blue highlighted area below shows the lot that became 11b following previous subdivisions of

the block. The Fred J. Emerson House first appears in the 1914 map. Fred Emerson originally
owned the property to the west of lot 11b but sold it during the years he lived on Hunt Street.

1908 1914
| e
I = @
«E__dﬂ-'f_ _Lo__gg_g__S_Lr_eet - ‘_{," IJ' ____N-E__;’__ W, LOGAN ST “L’; ng_
A b K" PETE <] e
| | =4 s
1 ’ i
_ﬁ I! l i 2. . [
ffj—-» L 1; i ][' ’ J_“':‘"j [
le 7 i [H L2 ir
fr———————— S —— ] T.‘f{:i L"ﬁf.-» . [ l‘d—&;tﬂ” ’
Hunt Stree " | m Scals of feet i . 7
—_— o —f—n e e - = W waew » g W
' P ‘ il il —— - I r—
1920 1927
.N.._]‘ a | | i j o e I = | f | I I3 i ==
" = S B ) I (| [ ] -
:r—-,l‘F{'- e N J . -;N{- W. LOGAN L__ —__L'_‘r‘%_J “
s o i ) g . — #
—— | Py
L — | | g | .
3 : = i |
El“l !"r-lli IZ ! e JE— | " | I‘ |
» l 1 2 : 2 —,_-' a ; h » r = ‘I .-_L‘_-J| s { ~
b W_'L C ‘_ﬂTJ-” [ — "‘(';gg‘”"‘ P ___E'_J ”
w. HUNT o - '-"'““: “' W. HUNT , g & o
v ] I Y (] Q| = I = e S o
1927+
= P I J 4 %
L J.,. W Losan ; = 1 o) [
he: jTr—_ m_._.f‘____’ GE E
| E T
1 l a1tk G4
. o a
o :,_l [‘L_JJ [ k2 bt | g L]
HLSCH II f’ | @
N H
E EZ 4 i SEESS "'&’ o
W. HUNT . ¢
PO L =" S i




W Lamar St

W Lamar St
&
@
cn
2
S First United
= Methodist Church
506 West Hunt Street
W Logan St W Logan st i
.V-!' @
g 8
< a
z @
W Hunt St W Hunt St W Hunt St |
z
<
i
z
o
_-._
\ W Herndon St W Herndon St W Herndon St

McKinney Chamber

e St

The map above shows the neighborhood around 506 West Hunt Street. The aerial photo below
shows the immediate neighborhood at the intersection of West Hunt and Board Streets.
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Site Plan for 506 West Hunt Street (2004)
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Floor Plan
This plan shows the Fred J. Emerson House prior to its current renovation.
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G. Photographs

William A. Rhea (standing) with his brother James
C. in this photo from 1861 were among the first to
seitle Collin County. The family began a mill opera-
tion in the area which became known as Rhea Mills.
The Rhea brothers established two residential subdi-
visions near the McKinney Square, one on Church
Street, the other on Hunt Street.

In 1861, James became a member of Company D,
South Texas Cavalry and was wounded at the Civil
War Battle of Corinth in Mississippi. His brother
William lost a foot in the same battle. They both
returned to Texas after the war to continue their
successful business operations. Ironically, three
years after losing a foot in the War, William married a
woman named Ella Foote, the daughter of Dr. Gerald
A. Foote, a prominent McKinney doctor and business
man. Ella’s niece Fannie married Fred Emerson in
1894. This means that, by marriage, William A. Rhea
was Fred Emerson’s uncle.

Fred Emerson’s first wife was Fannie Foote (bottom row, far left) seen
here in a photo of the Edelweiss Club from around 1910. When this
photo was taken she was remarried to William G. Harris.
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Fred Emerson joined the family
banking business when he was

16 years of age. From the banks
founding in 1872 until 1930 the
president of the bank was a member
of the Emerson family, even if by
marriage.
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First National Bank Presidents
(relationship to Fred Emerson)

Francis Emerson (1873-1905)
Grandfather

\

Turner T. Emerson (1905-1907)
Father

\

John L. Lovejoy (1907-1921)
Uncle, by marriage
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Howell E. Smith (1921-1930)
Cousin
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It can not be ignored that there was some
tragedy and mystery surrounding the
death of Fred Emerson. His death certif-
icate (above) indicates that he died from
accidental Lysol poisoning. Though he
had not been in the best of health prior
to his death, he was able to manage

his business affairs on a daily basis.

It is quite possible that the 1929 stock
market crash may have weighed on Fred
Emerson’s mind and finances.

An excerpt from Fred Emerson’s obit-
uary shows the high regard the citizens of
McKinney held for the former banker. The
list of pallbearers reads like a Who's Who
of McKinney. Along with the active pall-
bearers the obituary lists over 40 promi-
nent leaders of McKinney and the region,
including U.S. Rep. Sam Rayburn.
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The Emersons hosted parties frequently,
often honoring artists and actors. Laura
belonged to several social service clubs
which promoted literature and the arts.

> & @
Frodepick Emcr=on Kntertain-
el DN, Prod BEmerson

e ey feir yvoung sob, Breds
dinnel parly o Saturday
LT BToLty B R C S
! i L { BIanEs

peotes B v hrhetaeied shosd
ety gl fanranrs W
With (v QOIor AgaSI
4 i ) .?.. 1;;
it Ly SRR L
aeEt uelizmt o it}
[ 4 -

Clab NoOtices,

Page 12

Davey O’Brien Gets Heisman Trophy

—!Acme Telephato]
Duvey OBrien. “The Michty Mile” from Texas Christinn who wwas plcked 25 the mont vafuable fool-
ball player of the year. was awarded the John W. [{eisman Memarial Trophy in the Downtown A C. at 2
dinner in his honer. Wulter P. Holeomd, president of the AC. is shown cangraiulaling O'Brien. The trophy
& an the [orczrnund.

Laura O’Brien Emerson was the aunt of famed
T.C.U. quarterback Davey O’Brien who lead the team
to a national championship in 1938.
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This mission-style building was located on what is now Mitchell Park (two blocks west of the
Square) and became the home of the First Baptist Church after a storm damaged the previous
structure in 1906. The building and lot cost the church $37,000. Four of its pastors called 506

West Hunt their home.

\ 5 ',’4. .

D.D. Seger | Charles Myers
(1908-1992) (1918-2013)

Dr. J.H.Cozad R.A. Clifton
(1884-1944) (1891-1967)

This photo from around 1910 shows the First Baptist Church as looking west on Louisiana
Street from the southwest corner of the McKinney Square.
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Banks of McKinney

In McKinney's early years, a few wealthy individuals
opened private banking firms to loan money to farmers
and entrepreneurs. Irish-borne Francis Emerson was
one of the first. In 1872, he began doing business as
Emerson & Company on the west side of the Square.
The arrival of rail lines in 1882 boosted economic
activity and demand for borrowing followed. In order
to meet this growing demand, Mr. Emerson solicited
and acquired stockholders and nationalized his enter-
prise as the First National Bank of McKinney. The
bank operated in the building now occupied by the
Red Canoe on the Square. The bank later moved from
Kentucky Street to a newly constructed Neo-Ciassical
building on the east side of the Square in 1915. In
1932, the Collin County National Bank purchased the
First National Bank and moved into the building on
Tennessee Street. Some of the founders associated
with the FNB include: Francis Emerson, T.T. Emerson,
T.H. Emerson, John L. Lovejoy, and C.H. Welch.
Newton Burkett began working for the FNB in 1925
and stayed on when the CCNB bought it.

Another private firm to emerge as a bank was the
Collin County National Bank. It organized as a bank
in 1881 but did not nationalize until after its competitor.
Even so, it is often cited as McKinney’s first bank. The
bank first operated on Louisiana Street just east of
the Square but in 1891 moved into the Richardsonian
Romanesque building that once stood on the south-
west corner of the intersection at Tennessee and
Louisiana Street. Some of the founders associated
with this bank include: 1.D. Newsome, G.A. Foote,
W.L.Boyd, Z.E. Ranney, W.A. Rhea, J.A. Aston, H.M.
Markham, J.W. Throckmorton, and T.B. Wilson.

The third bank to open in McKinney was the
Continental Bank and Trust Company of McKinney in
1906, a subsidiary of a Fort Worth bank. In 1909, a
local group acquired the assets and changed the name
to the Continental State Bank. The nhame changed
again in 1920 to the Central State Bank. The bank
received a new charter in 1934 and changed the
name to the Central National Bank. The original bank
operated in the Estes Building (currently the Little Red
Hen). In 1918, the bank moved to a newly constructed
building which replaced a building that collapsed on
the site in 1913 killing eight people. Some of the orga-
nizers who purchased the bank in 1909 include: T.B.
Wilson, James W. Field, Jesse Atkinson, Lee Elliott,
F.E. Wilcox, and John H. Ferguson.

Central National Bank
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The First National Bank began on the west side of
the Square but moved to the Neo-Classical building
on the east side in 1915. The Collin County National
Bank began in a Richardsonian-style building which
was subsequently demolished when the bank
bought out and moved its operations to the First
National Bank building in 1932. In 1956, the bank
moved two blocks north on Tennessee Street into
the building that is now the home of the McKinney
City Hall.
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Evolution of Style

The first decade of the 20th Century witnessed a
huge shift in architectural styles. This shift paralleled
the cultural shift that saw improving labor conditions
and a growing middle class that had enough money
to spend on property and homes, modest though
they may be. This new culture had little affinity, for
the older aesthetic which valued ornamentation and
grandiosity. This change is clearly apparent in the
architecture of McKinney.

1 ]
! | MI m =2 : |
Before the turn of the Century, the preferred style ;Ha stings, Michigan
was what we now call the Queen Anne Style. This ‘ '
style is characterize by complex gabled roofs, asym-
metry, turrets, and an abundance of elaborate orna-
mentation. The Striker House in Michigan is a good
example of this period. Locally, the Aron House at
523 W. Hunt Street exhibits this same architectural
vocabhulary.

Just before the turn of the Century, however, new
architectural forms offered by the Prairie, Craftsman,
and Foursquare Styles began appearing in home
construction. The Bristol House at 508 Tucker Street
was one of the first homes in McKinney to incorporate
the deep eaves, hip roofs, and the sprawling geom-
etry these new styles offered.

The Heard-Craig House at 205 W. Hunt Street
designed by Dallas architect J.E. Flanders incorpo-
rates many of the new forms into a home that is still
essentially Queen Anne but mimics the symmetry of
the American Foursquare Style (see 801 N. Church
St.). Five years later, Flanders moved closer to
creating a pure Prairie Style home when he designed
the Brown House at 509 N. Church Street.

By the early 1900s, not all builders and clients were
ready to abandon the old familiar style and the

e D

205 W. Hunt Street



prestige it conveyed. This resulted in many homes
becoming an eclectic mixture of new and old styles.

McKinney builder W.J. Higgins built the Brooke
House at 608 W. Hunt Street in 1910. It appears
that neither the builder nor the client was ready to
embrace the “moderness” of Flander’s designed.
Instead, the Brooke house preserves the gabled
pavilions and proportions of the Queen Anne Style
while adding sprawling porches on the first and
second floors. The result is a marriage of two styles
with a practical solution to ventilation.

The Davenport House which sits across the street
at 613 W. Hunt Street was probably build by Higgins
in the same year as the Brooke House. Higgins was
an accomplished builder of American Foursquare
homes and incorporated its boxy, pyramidal forms
into many of the homes he buiit. The pavilion which

had a gabled roof in the Brooke House now has a hip |

roof. Though Davenport house moves further away
from the Queen Anne Style, the builder put an orna-
mental finial at the apex of the roof to remind us of
the home’s (and the client’s) appreciation of tradition.

Elsewhere in McKinney, builders and clients were
warming up to the new style. The home at 510 Foote
Street build for F.E. Wilcox in 1910 is decidedly in the
Prairie Style with its wide eaves, square columns,
and hip roof. Still, the window treatment lacks a
complete expression of the style.

Finally, in 1911 J.P. Burrus spent $30,000 dollars
on a house at 405 N. Waddill that was unabashedly
in the Prairie Style. The Queen Anne vocabulary

is completely gone. Thus, a new design paradigm
became the mode of the day in McKinney.
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The Work of W.J. Higgins

The pictures on this page are known structures
built by W.J. Higgins. He was born in Arkansas in
1850 and began his carpentry career in McKinney
around 1900. He was a skillful builder of wood-
frame homes in the American Foursquare style and
applied its characteristics to nearly everything he
built. His larger homes often have both Victorian
and Foursquare elements in them. However, the
Bush House at 211 N. College Street shows that
he was capable of building structures that clearly
expressed the Prairie Style.

W.J. Higgins is also known as the building of the
Foote Baptist Church which he built in 1908. This
building was moved from its original location in
1994 to be a part of Chestnut Square Complex.
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Pecan Grove
Cemetery

This map of Pecan Grove Cemetery in McKinney

shows the final resting places of people associated S SR
with 506 W. Hunt Street. [
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William J. Higgins
1850-1927

John H. Cozad
1884-1944
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Current Photos (2019)
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Neighborhood Context (2019)

506 West Hunt Street neighborhood context

View looking East on W. Hunt Street View looking West on W. Hunt Street

Nearby Homes on West Hunt Street

503 West Hunt 505 West Hunt Street
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Architectural Accents

Built-in Hutch One-Over-One sash windows
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-Hardwoed Flooring Pocket Door
Fine

Slaircase

Wood Paneling on Staircase Pine Jamb and Molding
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Stained Glass
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H. Additional Information
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A Field Guide to American Houses, by Virginia and Lee McAlester, Knopf, (1984).
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