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PROJECT GOALS

▪ Implement ONE McKinney 2040 Plan

▪ Simplify regulations 

▪ Introduce flexible tools

▪ Improve user-friendliness

▪ Improve processes and procedures

▪ Encourage high-quality and mixed-use 
development

▪ Integrate best practices and current 
trends 

▪ Align with federal and state law

www.newcodemckinney.com



PROJECT SCOPE & TIMELINE

Project 
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A LOOK BACK & 
A LOOK AHEAD
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▪ City Tour

▪ Kickoff presentation

▪ Stakeholder Interviews

▪ Hosted Survey

▪ Created website

▪ Code assessment report

▪ City presentations and posted 
report for public review

▪ Legislative updates (Aug 2019)

▪ Staff Amendments (Nov 2019)

▪ Parking Updates (in review)

▪ Sign Code Updates (in progress)

▪ Staff Draft Review/Development

▪ Public Draft Finalization (September)

▪ Public Review (September/October)

• MDC Review

• P&Z/City Council Presentation

• online draft and survey

▪ Staff Draft Review/Development

Fall/Winter 2020

Winter 2020/Spring 2021Fall/Winter 2019  



ASSESSMENT REPORT

▪ Identify the strengths and 
weaknesses of the current 
development regulations

▪ Identify potential solutions and 
best practices

▪ Provide a detailed roadmap for a 
new unified code

www.newcodemckinney.com Code Assessment



KEY AREAS TO IMPROVE THE 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

▪ Create a more user-friendly code

▪ Simplify procedures

▪ Fine-tune zoning districts

▪ Reorganize and strengthen use 
regulations

▪ Improve and tailor development 
standards

www.newcodemckinney.com Code Assessment



ADMINISTRATION & 
PROCEDURES IMPROVEMENTS 

More user-friendly code:

▪ Page layout

▪ Graphics

Simplify Procedures:

▪ Unified Development Code

▪ Subdivision/Platting Procedures

▪ Administrative Manual

www.newcodemckinney.com Administration and Procedures



CREATE A MORE USER-
FRIENDLY CODE



IMPROVE PAGE LAYOUT

www.newcodemckinney.com

Current Proposed

Administration and Procedures



ADD MORE GRAPHICS
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SIMPLIFY PROCEDURES



WHAT WE HEARD

▪ Procedures generally

• Poor ordinance organization, hard to find information

• Often not clear what procedures required for a project

• Ambiguous code creates unpredictability 

• Consider more delegation of minor approvals to staff

• A high level of detail is required in early submissions for many 
projects

• Lack of clear and objective review criteria introduces risk of 
inconsistent, unpredictable, and negotiated approvals
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NEW CODE MCKINNEY:
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE

1. General Provisions

2. Review Procedures: Zoning

3. Review Procedures: Subdivision

4. Zoning Districts

5. Use Regulations

6. Development Standards

7. Subdivision Standards

8. Rules of Construction and Definitions

Administration and Procedures

Chapter 142 
Subdivision 
Regulations

Chapter 146 
Zoning 

Regulations

Chapter 122 
Fencing

Chapter 138 
Special Use 
Regulations

Chapter 58 
Outdoor Lighting

Unified 
Development 

Code
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NEW CODE MCKINNEY: 
COMMON REVIEW PROCEDURES

Say it once (and only once)!

▪ Specific applications refer to common procedures
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NEW CODE MCKINNEY: 
SUBDIVISION PROCEDURES

▪ Current Subdivision Procedures

• Preliminary-Final (Re)Plat

• Record Plat

• Minor (Re)Plat

• Amending Plat

• Conveyance Plat

Administration and Procedures

▪ Proposed Subdivision Procedures

• Preliminary Plat

• Final Plat

• Replat

• Minor Plat

• Amending Plat

• Conveyance Plat

▪ Why this is good:

• Consistency with other cities

• Helps to avoid confusion with developers that are new to McKinney

• Helps to shorten the replat process to a single step

www.newcodemckinney.com



NEW CODE MCKINNEY: 
ADMINISTRATIVE MANUAL

▪ Create an Administrative Manual to 
support the UDC

• More user friendly

• Allows procedural-related items to 
stand apart from 
regulatory/development requirements

• Manual format allows for easy 
updating and improvements over time 
as opposed to ordinance amendments

Administration and Procedureswww.newcodemckinney.com



NEXT STEPS

www.newcodemckinney.com

▪ September/October

• Administration and Procedures

• Posting of Public Draft and Hosting Survey

• Zoning Districts and Uses

• Review of Staff Draft



THANK YOU!

Visit the project website:

www.newcodemckinney.com 

Jennifer Arnold, AICP
Director of Planning

Aaron Bloxham
Planning Manager

Project email: info@newcodemckinney.com

Matt Goebel, AICP
Jenny Baker, AICP
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