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618 West Louisiana Historical Narrative, HNIZ Application Nov, 2025  

1910 circa Barnes-Largent House, Texas Historical Landmark Est 1984, Marker No. 305 

Kevin and Lori Scott, Owners since 2012 

Barnes-Largent Family 

Lori and Kevin Scott are the current owners of the Barnes Largent Home located at the NE 

corner of Louisiana and Bradley Street and sits directly across West Louisiana Street from 

Caldwell Elementary.  This large 4 square/prairie school house designed home was built 

between 1910 and 1912 by Joe Barnes, a prosperous McKinney Merchant, a McKinney 

Counselman and a very prosperous mule trader.  The historic home sits on an original 1 acre 

given to Joe Barnes by his father-in-law, W. B. Largent, as a wedding gift upon the marriage of 

Joe Barnes and Florence Largent Barnes in 1898.  Joe Barnes passed away unexpectantly at age 

53 on 5.August 1924 and in his obituary in the McKinney Democrat it stated that “he built a 

splendid home (618 W. Louisiana) with every modern convenience for his family....”.  Joe Barnes 

widow, Florence sold the house to her brother, Dr. Ben Largent in 1924 and it remained in the 

Barnes-Largent Families until 1945 (21 years).    

Chain of Custody 

Based on research done by Lori Scott in establishing the providence of the home to current, 

there have been 9 owners of the house since being built in 1910 with the longest owners being 

the Bowen and Irma Williamson Family who lived in the house from 1945 to 1973 (28 years) and 

raised their 3 children in the home.  The Chain of Custody submitted with this application details 

all the owners of the Barnes Largent Home from 1910 to 2025.   

State of Texas Historic Landmark Granted in 1984 

The Barnes-Largent home was granted Texas Historical Landmark Status on Aug 7, 1984 and 

signed into effect by Texas Gov. Mark White after approval by the Texas State Legislature.  The 

cast iron THC Medallion Marker (No. 305) is located to the right of the front door.  The lots size 

is now .39 acre and stretches from Louisiana to Virginia street and bordered by Bradley Street to 

the west.  Directly to the south of the Barnes-Largent home and across Louisiana Street is the 

original McKinney school plot where Caldwell Elementary now stands, and the first Boyd High 

School once stood from 1914 to 1959.     

Architecture Description and Features 

The Barnes Largent Home, which is approximately 3700 square feet in the original house, 

features 4 large rooms on both 1st and 2nd floor which is characteristic of the 4 square 

architectural design influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright.  The original two bathrooms are located 

on both the 1st and 2nd floors.  In the eighties, an ensuite bathroom was added attached to the 

south facing master bathroom.    This Four Square/Prairie Style home has hip roofs, expansive 
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covered porches, large eaves for shade, exposed architectural corbels.  The house is pier and 

beam and the crawls space is protected with a red brick skirt along the entire perimeter of the 

house.   This home is unique as the east side of the home was designed with a federalist style, 

large gabled roof and sleeping porches on both the 1st and 2nd level of the home.  The east-

facing porches are framed by 3 stately pecan trees and a large brick patio with colonnade brick 

planters on the SE corner of the home.   

The front of the home features a large, south facing covered, asymmetrical entry porch 

highlighted by a front gable.  The Barnes-Largent home maintains the 1910 circa 6 over 1 

original windows that the current owners have had rebuilt to working condition with new ropes 

and counter weights.  The porches are supported by large, square wood columns with detailed 

trim work.  On the back side of the house, there is a faux balcony on the 2nd story which 

matches the 1st story breeze way porch railing that was added in 2019.    

On the inside of the home, you will find a spacious front greeting area, main staircase with a 

school house type bench for guests to wait.  There is a beautiful, circa 1910 leaded glass, 

decorative window facing west that sparkles in the afternoon sun.   The living area and very 

large dining room have large glass doors/dividers that could be opened for receptions and 

special occasions.  The adjacent, east facing sun room has beautiful, original 8 panel wood and 

glass window that open on brass fittings to the eastern garden area of the house.  There are 4 

large bedrooms on the 2nd floor connected through a central landing area at the top of the stair 

case.  The largest bedroom is connected to the original sunroom located on the east side of the 

home.   

 The large kitchen was just remodeled in 2022-2023 and the original kitchen chimney, where the 

early cooking stove would have been located and is a focal point of the redesign. The modern, 

electric fireplace has the original cast-iron fire place surrounds that were discovered in the 

basement during the kitchen remodel project.  Also, the current owners have opened up the 

original back staircase (or servants’ stairs) in 2017, which had been hidden for decades behind 

closets on both ends of the staircase.  This staircase adds natural light through the interior, 

connected hallways on the 1st floor.  

The house also features a small basement under the western side of the house where the coal 

was delivered, through the cast iron coal chute door (still visible on the west side, brick skirting) 

and where a coal-fired furnace was located when the original house was built.   

2019 Major Expansion 

The biggest expansion to the house since 1910 occurred in 2108-2019 with the addition of a 3 

car garage, pool shower room and a 2nd story, carriage house apartment, connected by a large 

breeze way porch to the back of the house.  The rectangular pool was completed in late 2019 

was designed to complement the symmetry and reflect the architecture of the 2 connected 

buildings.   
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Community Recognition of the Barnes-Largent Home. 

The current owners of the home have restored, expanded and maintained the house with the 

mission to give honor to the original design and beautiful historic features envisioned by the 

Barnes-Largent Family in 1910 when the house was built.  The Barnes-Largent Home was first on 

the Tour of the home in 1979 and again in 1990, and a 3rd time for the 50th anniversary of the 

Parade of Homes in December 2023.  Most recently, the house was selected to be featured in 

the 18th Annual Preserve Historic McKinney Home Recognition Program in the 2026 Calendar.   

Inscription on the THC Medallion #305 

Texas Historical Society Providence on Texas Medallion on the front porch:  

“This home was built about 1910 for Joe and Florence (Largent) Barnes on part of the land 

acquired by her father, prominent McKinney merchant W.B. Largent. Following the death of her 

husband in 1924, Florence sold the home to her brother, Dr. Ben Largent (1886-1936), and his 

wife, Leota. The foursquare style house, which exhibits influences of the prairie school and 

bungalow styles of architecture, remained in the family until 1945. Recorded Texas Historic 

Landmark – 1984” 
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