
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Report Submission by Marching Music Made in McKinney 

MCDC Grant in the amount of $5,600 

Event Dates were July 24 & 25, 2023 

Event locations were The Stix Icehouse & McKinney ISD Stadium 
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On behalf of our volunteer organization, Marching Music Made in McKinney thanks McKinney 

Community Development Corporation for your partnership and support; while this is our first grant 

award, you have supported our initiative since its inception as we led McKinney onto the national stage 

for drum corps.  Your partnership was critical to the vision of making McKinney, TX a destination for 

drum corps fans.   

As a reminder, we hosted two events: 

- Drumline Expo at Stix Icehouse on Monday, July 24 from 4 drum corps drum batteries 

- DCI Competition at the MISD Stadium on Tuesday, July 25 hosted 8 drum corps  

 

2023 was our second year and with no historic track record and frankly a better-than-expected inaugural 

year, we were still learning as we entered year 2.  As we concluded the DCI competition and knew our 

ticket sales, DCI shared that the second year in a venue normally sees a dip in ticket sales that come back 

in year 3 and beyond.  They even acknowledged that our performance in year 1 was amazing and broke 

many DCI records.  And while the following report digs into the performance metrics, we can claim 

victory at a couple levels and learn as we begin preparations for 2024.   

In all, attendance for the DCI Competition were ~70% of 2022 volume, adjustments in pricing of our 

parking fees, drumline expo ticket prices and higher than expected concessions resulted in 63% higher 

profits in 2023, which will go directly to the MISD Band Programs, which is the goal of our non-profit 

organization. 

Also, the prior night’s show in Mesquite had the #1 and #2 corps, while McKinney has #4 and #5; that 

could also have influenced ticket sales for McKinney, but the lineup was set the prior September.  Add to 

all of this the record heat in Texas (the temperature on the field at 2pm on the day of the DCI 

performance was 181 degrees!), we worked additional angles to market our event to drive ticket sales 

over the weekend leading up to the event, including a great story DFW NBC5 that ran at 4pm, 6pm & 

10pm on July 24th .   
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If you attended the DCI Competition at MISD stadium event, you saw a drum corps competition where 

marching band met Broadway show in an 11-minute performance that stimulated your visual and 

auditory senses.  One could FEEL the music!  It was amazing! 

And, as you will see on the following pages, we drew fans from far away for both events.   

We received great feedback from both DCI leadership and drum corps staff: 

- “In 15 years with a drum corps, I’ve never had someone from the local organizing committee 

visit me and give our corps a welcome bag!  McKinney is an amazing host!” 

- “Your fans are amazing!” 

- “We hope McKinney is on our tour in 2024” 

MMMM has always been about hosting an amazing event in McKinney for our residents to enjoy and for 

visitors to experience our great city and we did that again in 2023.  When we began our partnership, DCI 

was not merely seeking a good stadium, but rather a partnership.  MMMM and McKinney envisioned a 

community event where drum corps could take a break from their busy travel schedule and fans could 

enjoy our community and hear great performance music.  Ultimately, our goal is for McKinney to host a 

substantial multi-day event where people can come stay and experience McKinney in its fullest. 

We were very excited for the new Tupps location in 2023, we had to pivot and were so thrilled to partner 

with Mike Luther and The Stix Icehouse, which was a perfect location for the Drumline Expo as fans 

could choose between air conditioning and the Texas heat.  With either choice, fans and staff alike 

thought it was a GREAT night!   

We are proud of McKinney and how we show up and are excited for the future of the partnership 

between Marching Music Made in McKinney & MCDC as we strive to support the MCDC objective to:  

“support events that attract resident and visitor participation and 

contribute to quality of life, business development and increased 

McKinney sales tax revenue.” 

We believe Marching Music Made in McKinney achieved that objective with our recent event and we are 

requesting reimbursement at the full level of our $5,600 Grant. 

As an organizing committee, we are proud of our second year’s performance and the learning we took 

away and underway for 2024! 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ACHIEVED 

Our objectives for this year were to: 

✓ Attendance for the Drumline Expo above 325 attendees ➔ ACHIEVED at 337 
✓ Attendance for the DCI Competition above 4,300 fans ➔ MISSED at 3,027 
✓ Attendance at DCI Competition from more than 5 states ➔ ACHIEVED, 8 states 
✓ Spur economic benefit in the City of McKinney business community through sales tax dollars – 

increase in hotel rooms and track non-McKinney attendance through DCI Competition ticket 
sales ➔ ACHIEVED, $2,394 hotel rooms 

 
In addition to these metrics, we want to call out a few interesting statistics we gleaned from our ticketing 
platform, namely: 
 

- ~6.96% of attendees at our events were from outside Texas  

- 28.72% of attendees who were from Texas were from 15 miles or more outside McKinney 
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The following chart shows geographic distribution of Drumline Expo ticket sales. 
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The following two charts show geographic distribution of DCI Competiion ticket sales. 
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MMMM ECOMMERCE FOR TICKET SALES 
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SAMPLE PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS 

 

FLYER FOR STYX ICEHOUSE WITH SPONSORS AND FOR DOWNTOWN DIGITAL SIGNAGE 
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QR CODE ENABLED PROGRAMS FOR STYX ICEHOUSE & DCI COMPETITION WITH SPONSORS  
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SCREEN SHOTS OF UPDATED ONLINE PROPERTIES FOR 2023 

MMMM MAIN WEBSITE FOR 2023 & SPONSORS 
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MMMM FACEBOOK FOR 2023 

 

 

MMMM INSTAGRAM FOR 2023 
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CLIPS / SCREENSHOTS OF MEDIA COVERAGE DRIVE BY MMMM 

 

NBC DFW 5:  TOP STORY AT 4PM, 6PM, 10PM ON 7/24 

 

 

NBC 5 DFW piece - Musicians return to McKinney for Drum Corps International show – NBC 5 

Dallas-Fort Worth (nbcdfw.com) 

 

  

https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/1200-musicians-return-to-mckinney-for-drum-corps-international-show/3302202/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/1200-musicians-return-to-mckinney-for-drum-corps-international-show/3302202/
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COMMUNITY IMPACT COVERAGE 7/20, 2023 

 

 

Community Impact - 5 things to know ahead of this year’s Drum Corps International McKinney 

events | Community Impact 

 

  

https://communityimpact.com/dallas-fort-worth/mckinney/events/2023/07/20/5-things-to-know-ahead-of-this-years-drum-corps-international-mckinney-events/
https://communityimpact.com/dallas-fort-worth/mckinney/events/2023/07/20/5-things-to-know-ahead-of-this-years-drum-corps-international-mckinney-events/
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MCKINNEY COURIER-GAZETTE COVERAGE 7/20, 2023 

 

Courier Gazette - See over 60 photos of McKinney's 2023 Drum Corps International competition | 

McKinney Courier-Gazette | starlocalmedia.com 

 

  

https://starlocalmedia.com/mckinneycouriergazette/see-over-60-photos-of-mckinneys-2023-drum-corps-international-competition/collection_96182158-2bda-11ee-a528-e3e375ef6b97.html#33
https://starlocalmedia.com/mckinneycouriergazette/see-over-60-photos-of-mckinneys-2023-drum-corps-international-competition/collection_96182158-2bda-11ee-a528-e3e375ef6b97.html#33
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE STIX ICEHOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 - Fans Listening to First Drumline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 - Mandarins Perform at Stix 
Icehouse 
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Figure 3 - Music City Performs at Stix Icehouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 - Troopers Performs at Stix Icehouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 - Santa Clara Vanguard Performs at Stix 
Icehouse 
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM DCI COMPETITION MISD STADIUM 

 

 

Figure 6 - Showtime at MISD Stadium 

    

 

       

 Figure 7 & 7 - Dean Cimini of MMMM & Mayor Fuller Welcome the Crowd 
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Figure 8 - Troops from Casper Wyoming Perform at DCI 
McKinney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 - Music City on the Big Board  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 - Cadets of Allentown at DCI McKinney 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
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RECEIPTS 

Receipts are related to the MCDC Grant and are associated with the promotion of our event highlighting 

McKinney as a unique destination for residents and visitors alike.  

As noted in our introductory letter, we believe the data above supports that we achieved the mission of 

MCDC with our event to  

“support events that attract resident and visitor participation and 

contribute to quality of life, business development and increased 

McKinney sales tax revenue.” 

Images of receipts are following pages, with actual invoices attached to the email submission and include 

the expenditures noted in the table below; we are seeking full reimbursement up to our grant aware of 

$5,600. 

 

PHOENIX HART DESIGN FOR WEB, SOCIAL MEDIA & VISUAL 

IMAGERY 
 $         11,650.00  

WIX WEB PLATFORM FOR PROMOTION & TICKETING  $               299.06  
POSTERS, QR PROGRAMS WITH SPONSORS LISTED  $               452.31  
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY @ STIX   $               400.00  
DOUG'S CORNER GOLF CARTS FOR VIP TRANSPORT AT THE DCI 
MCKINNEY EVENT 

 $            1,337.50  

GO DADDY WEB HOSTING PLATFORM  $               244.84  
TOTAL  $        14,138.87  
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