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Comprehensive Planning and 
the Development Process – Pt. 1



Summary

Developing the Plan

• Creation
• Components
• Implementation
• Future land use and zoning

Implementing the Plan

• Conformance with comprehensive 
plan

• Factors to consider in a staff 
recommendation

• Changing regulatory landscape



What is a Comprehensive Plan?

• Vision of community’s growth and 
development

• Adopted policy that informs staff 
recommendations

• Included open houses, 
stakeholder interviews, 
community summits, a 
community charrette, and more

• Adopted in October 2018

• Living document



Amendments

October 2020

•Clarifying Placetype
definitions

•Refining land use 
diagram and 
decision-making 
criteria

November 2022

•Minor realignment 
of thoroughfares

•Minor updates to 
land use diagram

December 2023

•Adding the 380 
Corridor to the 
Master 
Thoroughfare Plan

November 2024

•Updating the Land 
Use Diagram to add 
the 380 Bypass



Components of the Comprehensive Plan

Process

• Citywide, extensive public 

engagement

• Feedback from public, 

stakeholders, elected and 

appointed officials

• Research on existing conditions

• Market study and industry trends

• Transportation demand modeling

Policies

• Vision & Guiding Principles

• Preferred Scenario

• Land Use Diagram

• Placetypes

• Master Thoroughfare Plan

• Citywide Decision Making Criteria

• Implementation Matrix



Components of the Comprehensive Plan



• Depicts 17 Districts 
across the City

• Has distinct strategic 
direction, identity, and 
infrastructure needs for 
each district

• Forms the basis for the 
Land Use Diagram

Preferred 
Scenario



• Outlines districts and 
placetypes to help 
guide development 
decisions

• Includes citywide 
decision-making criteria 
to evaluate requests 
that do not strictly align 
with a designated 
placetype

Land Use 
Diagram



• More flexible than 
traditional land use 
designations

• Describes uses, 
amenities, intensity of 
development, and 
identifying features

• Provides examples of 
places that align with 
that placetype

Placetype 
Designations



• Seen in zoning requests

• Allows flexibility in the 
Land Use Diagram

• Emphasizes the 
citywide vision and the 
District’s characteristics

Decision 
Making 
Criteria



Using the Comprehensive Plan

Preferred 
Scenario

Land Use 
Diagram

Placetypes

Master 
Thorough-
fare Plan

Citywide 
Decision 
Making 
Criteria

Vision & 
Principles



Using the Comprehensive Plan

Comprehensive 
Plan

Zoning 
Requests

Code 
Amendments

Programs & 
Policies



Using the Comprehensive Plan – Zoning Requests

Land Use Diagram

Individual District Strategy

Placetypes for McKinney’s Future



Using the Comprehensive Plan – Zoning Requests

Unified Development Code – Zoning Districts



Questions?
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