
JOINT MEETING OF THE MCKINNEY CITY COUNCIL AND 
 

MCKINNEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

AUGUST 20, 2024 
 

The City Council of the City of McKinney, Texas, met in joint session with the 

McKinney Economic Development Corporation in the City Hall Council Chambers, 222 

N. Tennessee Street, McKinney, Texas on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 

The meeting was broadcast live on Spectrum Channel 16; AT&T U-Verse Channel 

99; and online at https://mckinneytx.new.swagit.com/views/130. 

Council members Present: Mayor George Fuller, Mayor Pro Tem Geré Feltus, 

Justin Beller, Patrick Cloutier, Rick Franklin, Charlie Philips, and Michael Jones.  

MEDC Board members Present: Chairman Brian Loughmiller, Vice Chairman Kurt 

Kuehn, Secretary/Treasurer Thad Helsley, Julie Williams, Mark Denissen, Scott 

Woodruff, Robert Hamilton, and alternate Chantelle Kadala. 

Staff Present: City Manager Paul Grimes, City Attorney Mark Houser, City 

Secretary Empress Drane, Accounting Manager Chance Miller, MEDC President Michael 

Kowski, MEDC Senior Vice President Michael Talley, MEDC Operations Manager Deana 

Smithee, MEDC Executive Assistant Melanie Molina, MEDC Social Media and Marketing 

Manager Luke Gajary, Director of Business Retention and Workforce Development 

Madison Clark, MEDC Project Manager Caroline Causey, MEDC Project Manager Mike 

Wilkes, McKinney Community Development (MCDC) President Cindy Schneible, 

Organizational Development & Performance Management Director Joseph Mazzola, 

Environmental Outreach & Engagement Coordinator Mary Abercrombie, Information 

Technology Audio/Video Technician Joshua Aria, and Parks, Recreation & Open Space 

(PROS) Director Amy Kinkade.   

There were five (5) members of the public present including these appointed 

officials of the city: McKinney Main Street Board member AJ Micheletto, Capital 

Improvements Advisory Committee member Steve Wilson, MCDC member David Kelly, 

and MCDC member David Riche. 

Mayor Fuller on behalf of City Council and Chairman Brian Loughmiller on behalf 

of the McKinney Economic Development Corporation called the joint meeting to order at 

4:33 p.m. after determining a quorum of their respective governing bodies were present. 
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Mayor Fuller called for Public Comments and there were none.                      

24-1874  Mayor Fuller called for a presentation on the MEDC Monthly Reports with 

no action taken. MEDC President Michael Kowski announced this is the 

second joint meeting between City Council and MEDC this year, but today 

is different. Today is about the overall strategy. MEDC President Kowski 

noted firstly, he would like to show a little of what is presented monthly to 

the MEDC Board. MEDC Senior Vice President Michael Talley and MEDC 

Marketing & Social Media Manager Luke Gajary will give updates on what 

is going on at MEDC. Mr. Talley announced there are 18 projects in the 

active project pipeline. There are 86 current applications in the Innovation 

Fund pipeline. Mr. Gajary announced there are now over 3,000 LinkedIn 

followers. LinkedIn is our most active and engaged social media platform. 

We are working to increase the following away from primarily McKinney 

residents, business owners and brokers to a broader US audience. One 

reason for the LinkedIn growth is CREW Dallas, an event where Mr. Talley 

spoke. Mr. Gajary noted the most-visited page on the website is the 

Innovation Fund page. Mr.  Gajary gave a shout out to MEDC Project 

Manager Mike Wilkes for all the activities happening with the Innovation 

Fund. 

24-1875  Mayor Fuller called for a presentation on MEDC Fiscal Year 2024-25 Draft 

Strategic Objectives from MEDC President Michael Kowski with no action 

taken. The presentation from agenda item #24-1875 not posted on the 

agenda is included in this document as Exhibit A: MEDC Fiscal Year 2024-

25. 

 Mayor Fuller called for the Executive Session at 4:56 p.m., in accordance with the 

Texas Government Code: 

A.  Section 551.071(2) Consultations with Attorney on any Work Session, Special 

Session, or Regular Session agenda item requiring confidential attorney/client advice 

necessitated by the deliberation or discussion of said items (as needed) 

 B.  Section 551.072. Deliberations about Real Property 

- Strategic Property Acquisitions 
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C.  Section 551.087. Deliberation Regarding Economic Development Matters 

- Downtown City-Owned Redevelopment Update 

- Project Mirage 

- Project Terrigen 

- Notes Live/VENU 

 The joint meeting members returned from Executive Session at 5:50 p.m. taking 

no action on items discussed in the Executive Session. 

City Council unanimously approved the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Feltus, 

seconded by Council member Cloutier, and MEDC Board members unanimously 

approved the motion by Board member Denissen, seconded by Vice Chairman Kuehn, 

to Adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m. 

A video recording of this meeting is available through the City of McKinney meeting 

archive. 

 These minutes were approved by the MEDC members on October 15, 2024 and 

referred to the City Council Regular Meeting of November 5, 2024. 

      
SIGNED: 

 
McKinney Economic Development 
Corporation 

 
                                                                       

BRIAN S. LOUGHMILLER 
MEDC Chairman 
KURT KUEHN 
MEDC Vice Chairman 
 
      
THAD HELSLEY 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
McKinney City Council 
 
      
GEORGE C. FULLER 
Mayor 
GERÉ FELTUS 
Mayor Pro Tem 
 
____________________________ 
EMPRESS DRANE 
City Secretary 
TENITRUS BETHEL PARCHMAN 
Deputy City Secretary 
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