
To educate and inspire by connecting people with the natural world.



ABOUT THE HEARD
• Founded in 1965 ; 28 9  acres  of na tura l, 

his toric  landscape  in McKinney

• Hos t s  100 ,000+ annua l vis it ors , including  
nea rly 20 ,000  school children

• Over 20% of t icke t  buye rs  t rave l t o t he  
Heard from 5 0  or more  mile s  away

• St rong  volunt ee r cult ure , including  
community and corpora t e  pa rtne rs  from 
throughout  t he  Met roplex

• Home to 5  unique  Texas  ecosys t ems , 6 .5  
mile s  of t ra ils , rot a t ing  exhibit ions , and 
int e ract ive  STEM educa t ion



Ris ing  public  int e res t  and 
engagement  demons t ra t ed by 

22% increase  in prog ram 
pa rt icipa t ion ove r la s t  yea r

Tra il upgrades  and 
conse rva t ion e ffort s  re flect ing  

commitment  t o prese rva t ion 
and acces s  for a ll vis it ors

S t ra t eg ic mas t e r planning  
underway to re imag ine  

facilit ie s  and expand and 
enhance  vis it or expe riences

Present ing  new exhibit ions  
and prog rams  a t t ract ing  

vis it ors  from acros s  Texas  and 
shoulde r s t a t e s

THE HEARD’S  MOMENTUM



• 90% of Heard land is in an active floodplain, 
leading to frequent trail washouts and 
unfavorable conditions .

• Current trails are vulnerable to erosion from 
storms, runoff and current surface material.

These conditions limit access for visitors , 
especially those with mobility challenges 
or strollers, negatively impacting their 
experiences.

STATEMENT OF NEED



• Restoration  and  upgrade  of  five  miles  of  nature  trails  throughout  the  Sanctuary .

• Improvements  will  ensure  greater  durability,  safer  access,  and  all -weather  usability .

• Trail  surfaces  have  been  purposefully  designed  to  meet  distinct  visitor  needs :

 Four t ra ils  will re ce ive  a  s t ab ilize d  na t ura l surface  t o  wit hs t and  e ros ion  and  
incre ase  longe vit y.

 Laugh lin  Loop  will b e  p ave d  wit h  concre t e  and  inc lud e  ge n t le  swit chb ack ram p s t o  
m ake  e le va t ion  change s  e as ie r and  safe r fo r a ll use rs , e sp e c ia lly t hose  wit h  
m ob ilit y lim it a t ions  o r s t ro lle rs .

This funding request focuses exclusively on Laughlin Loop where 
accessibility and safety upgrades will benefit the greatest 

number of visitors.

Nature Trails Preservation Project
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THE LAUGHLIN 
LOOP TRAIL 
UPGRADE

Builds  durabilit y and longevity into t he  
Sanctua ry’s  mos t  t rave led t ra il, 
support ing  expanded capacity for public 
event s , exhibit ions , and programs .

Improves  t he  vis it or journey with 
smoothe r, more  re liable  acces s  yea r- 
round to key outdoor exhibit ions .

Promotes  equity in outdoor 
expe riences  for a ll by improving  
acces s  for vis it ors  with mobilit y 
limit a t ions  and familie s  with s t rolle rs .



PROJECT BUDGET 
& FUNDING

Tot a l Project  Cos t : $ 3 75 ,000

Laughlin Loop Improvement : $ 211,160

Confirmed Mat ching :
   Florence  Founda t ion: $ 25 ,000

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have identified other prospects



WHY THIS PROJECT 
MATTERS TO MCKINNEY

Creates inclusive 
access for individuals 
of all ages and 
abilities.

Accessibility

Encourages  increased 
vis it orship t o t he  Hea rd 
and to t he  City of 
McKinney.

Engagement

Reinforces  t he  a rea ’s  
appea l a s  a  des t ina t ion 
for na ture -based 
experiences .

Tourism 

“Unique by Nature ”



HeardMuseum.org
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