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All Marker Applications must be submitted online via the Customer Self-Service (CSS) Portal. 

INCOMPLETE AND/OR PAPER APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

By submitting this application to the City of McKinney, the applicant affirms:

• All submitted information for this application represents an accurate description and narrative of the history
of the property.

• The McKinney Historic Marker does not confer landmark status.
• The marker is one component of eligibility for a Marker Level tax exemption within the HNIZ which is subject

to a separate application process.
• The Marker will be mounted on the front façade of the approved building within thirty (30) calendar days of

award of the Marker. The owner will purchase the marker from the city and install the plaque.
• It is understood that approval of this application by the Historic Preservation Officer and the Historic

Preservation Advisory Board in no way constitutes approval of a building permit or other required City
permit approvals.

II. General Property Information (Upload a pdf of this section to your application.)

Name of Building:  
Address of Building:   
Date of Construction: Check one:  Known or Circa 
Architect/Designer:  
Builder/Contractor:  
Architectural Period:  Architectural Style:  
Is Building Location 
Original?   

 Yes   No (Specify Original 
location):   

Parcel ID and Legal Description of Property 
 
 

Building Use: 

Original Uses Adapted Uses 

  Agriculture   Agriculture 
  Commerce   Commerce 
  Education   Education 
  Government   Government 
  Healthcare   Healthcare 
  Industrial   Industrial 
  Recreation   Recreation 
  Religious   Religious 
  Residential   Residential 
  Social   Social 

CITY HISTORIC MARKER NOMINATION

611 W Virginia St. Mckinney, Tx. 75069
X

Victorian FolkTurn of the 19th Century
Unkown
Unknown

MCKINNEY OUTLOTS (CMC), LOT 532
R-0926-000-5320-1

The Gerrish-Johnson House

1898
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  Transportation   Transportation 

III. Architectural Description (Upload a pdf of this section to your application.)

a. Plan and Orientation
Original Current 

Number of Stories ____________________ ____________________ 
Orientation (N, S, E, W) ____________________ ____________________ 
Floor Plan

Open plan 
L-plan
Modified L-plan
Center passage plan
2-room plan
T-plan
Shotgun plan
Asymmetrical plan
Other (specify) ______________ ______________ 

b. Character Defining Architectural Features (Please check all that apply.)
Roof Form

Gable 
Hipped 
Flat with Parapet 
Gambrel 
Mansard 
Shed 
Other (specify) ______________ ______________ 

Windows 
Double Hung 
Single Hung 
1 over 1 
3 over 1 
4 over 1 
4 over 4 
Casement ______________ ______________ 
Awning ______________ ______________ 
Hopper ______________ ______________ 
Arched ______________ ______________ 
Fixed ______________ ______________ 
Sliding ______________ ______________ 
Other (specify) ______________ ______________ 

Doors 
Single front 
Double front 
2 Front Doors 
Solid Panel 
Multiple Panel ______________ ______________ 

N N
21
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Glass ______________ ______________ 
Other ______________ ______________ 

Decorative Elements 
Corbels 
Brackets 
Columns and post 
Shutters 
Porch(es) ______________ ______________ 
Other ______________ ______________ 

c. Materials (Please check all that apply.)
Original Current 

Construction 
Frame 
Solid Brick 
Solid Stone 
Concrete 
Other (specify) _______________ ______________ 

Foundation 
Pier and Beam 
Stone 
Brick 
Concrete 
Concrete Masonry Units 
Other (specify) _______________ ______________ 

Exterior Wall Surface 
Siding (specify type) _______________ ______________ 
Stucco 
Stone 
Brick 
Wood Shingle 
Other (specify) _______________ ______________ 

Windows 
Wood Sash 
Aluminum Sash 
Steel Sash 
Vinyl Sash 
Other (specify) ________________ ______________ 

Roof Materials 
Shingles (specify type) ________________ ______________ 
Tile (specify type) ________________ ______________ 
Slate 
Metal (specify type) _________________ ______________ 
Other _________________ ______________ 

Wood lap sidingWood lap siding

Asphalt

Unknown



Narrative​
611 W Virginia St​
Morgan Newman & Jason Manske 
​

The residence at 611 West Virginia Street is believed to have been constructed circa 1898 as a 

modest, single-story, T-shaped frame dwelling. Updates and additions reflect the Folk Victorian 

architectural style common in late nineteenth-century North Texas. Characterized by simple 

massing, wood-frame construction, and restrained decorative detailing, the house represents a 

vernacular adaptation of Victorian forms widely used for middle-class housing during 

McKinney’s early growth period. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps indicate that the structure was in its 1902 form and that, during its 

earliest years, the property likely functioned as rental housing rather than as a long-term 

owner-occupied residence. This pattern aligns with broader residential development trends in 

McKinney at the turn of the twentieth century, when houses near the town center were frequently 

held as income-producing properties (Sanborn Map Company, 1902). 

During this early period, the property was associated with Dr. Scott Harrison Abbott, a 

prominent McKinney physician, businessman, and landholder. Abbott owned multiple parcels in 

the area and was actively involved in real estate transactions throughout Collin County. While 

there is no evidence that he resided at 611 West Virginia Street, deed records indicate his 

ownership prior to 1911, consistent with the house's apparent rental use during this period (Collin 

County Deed Records). 

In 1911, the property was purchased by Wellington Charles “Will” Gerrish, marking a clear 

transition from rental use to long-term owner occupancy. Gerrish’s acquisition represents the 

beginning of the most stable and historically significant period of ownership associated with the 

house. 



Narrative​
611 W Virginia St​
Morgan Newman & Jason Manske 
​

Will Gerrish was a well-known McKinney businessman and civic leader. He was actively 

engaged in the grocery trade, including ownership and partnership in enterprises such as Barnes 

& Gerrish and later Gerrish & Fryer, with business locations along East Virginia Street. 

Contemporary newspaper accounts regularly reference Gerrish as a successful merchant and 

community figure (The Courier-Gazette, 1905–1908). 

In addition to his commercial pursuits, Gerrish played an active role in civic life. He served as an 

officer of the McKinney Fire Department’s Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 and participated in 

regional firemen’s association activities. His frequent appearance in local newspaper coverage 

related to business, public service, and social events reflects his prominence within McKinney 

society (McKinney Weekly Democrat-Gazette, 1898; The Courier-Gazette, 1906–1921). 

Will Gerrish married Linnie Mai Johnson Gerrish in 1908. Linnie Gerrish was a lifelong resident 

of Collin County and an active member of the First Methodist Church. She was widely known 

for her involvement in church work and local social organizations. Together, Will and Linnie 

Gerrish established 611 West Virginia Street as a permanent family home and a center of 

neighborhood social life. 

Between approximately 1908 and 1914, the house underwent its most significant physical 

expansion. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 1908 and 1914 document the addition of a second 

story and rear extensions, transforming the original T-shaped structure into a larger two-story 

residence consistent with its present footprint and massing (Sanborn Map Company, 1908; 

1914). These alterations correspond with Gerrish’s ownership and reflect the evolution of the 

property from a modest rental dwelling into a substantial Folk Victorian family residence. 



Narrative​
611 W Virginia St​
Morgan Newman & Jason Manske 
​

The Gerrish’s remained in residence at 611 West Virginia Street for more than three decades. 

Linnie Mai Gerrish passed away at home in 1947 following a prolonged illness (The 

Courier-Gazette, January 6, 1947). Will Gerrish continued to reside in the home until he passed 

away at home in 1954. 

Following Gerrish’s death, the property was sold in 1955 to Joe and C. H. Sullivan. 

Contemporary newspaper coverage documents the Sullivans’ occupancy of the home shortly 

after purchase, including a public housewarming event held at the residence (The 

Courier-Gazette, October 15, 1955). 

In the latter half of the twentieth century, the property changed hands several times, including 

ownership by Edsel and Doris Harris and later Dallas and Frances McCullough. In 1977, Maxey 

Sr. and Lillian Batson acquired the property and conveyed it within the same year to Michael and 

Melanie Trost (Collin County Public Records). 

A new preservation phase began in 1979 when Tom and Barbara Swing purchased the residence 

and undertook a substantial rehabilitation. Newspaper features document interior 

reconfiguration, restoration of original wood floors, and sensitive modernization while 

preserving the home’s historic character. Under the Swings’ ownership, the house was featured 

on McKinney’s Heritage Guild Holiday Tour of Homes in 1980 and described as an 1898 

Victorian farmhouse (The Courier-Gazette, November 27–28, 1980; Bridwell, 1980). 



Narrative​
611 W Virginia St​
Morgan Newman & Jason Manske 
In 1996, the property was purchased by William and Rosie Hughes, who invested extensively in 

further restoration, emphasizing period materials, original millwork, and turn-of-the-century 

design elements. The home again appeared on McKinney’s Holiday Tour of Homes in 1998, with  

 

newspaper coverage highlighting both interior and exterior preservation and reaffirming the 

home’s late-nineteenth-century construction (The Courier-Gazette, November 22, 1998; 

December 4, 1998). William Hughes remained in the residence until his death in 2023. 

As of 2024, the property at 611 West Virginia Street is owned by Morgan Newman and Jason 

Manske, continuing more than a century of documented residential use and preservation of one 

of McKinney’s intact Folk Victorian homes. 

References 

Collin County Deed Records. (n.d.). Deeds and related instruments documenting ownership and 

improvements associated with property located at 611 West Virginia Street, McKinney, Texas. 

Collin County Clerk’s Office, McKinney, TX. 

Collin County Public Records. (n.d.). Real property records for 611 West Virginia Street, 

McKinney, Texas. https://collin.tx.publicsearch.us 

Sanborn Map Company. (1902). Fire insurance map of McKinney, Texas. University of Texas 

Libraries, Perry–Castañeda Library Map Collection. https://maps.lib.utexas.edu 

Sanborn Map Company. (1908). Fire insurance map of McKinney, Texas. University of Texas 

Libraries, Perry–Castañeda Library Map Collection. https://maps.lib.utexas.edu 

https://collin.tx.publicsearch.us
https://maps.lib.utexas.edu
https://maps.lib.utexas.edu


Narrative​
611 W Virginia St​
Morgan Newman & Jason Manske 
Sanborn Map Company. (1914). Fire insurance map of McKinney, Texas. University of Texas 

Libraries, Perry–Castañeda Library Map Collection. https://maps.lib.utexas.edu 

​

The Courier-Gazette (McKinney, TX). (1905–1908). Business, civic, and social notices 

referencing property ownership, construction activity, and individuals associated with 611 West 

Virginia Street. Various issues. 

The Courier-Gazette (McKinney, TX). (1947, January 6). Mrs. W. C. Gerrish passes away at 

home. McKinney, Texas. 

The Courier-Gazette (McKinney, TX). (1955, October 15). Housewarming honors Joe and C. H. 

Sullivan. McKinney, Texas. 

The Courier-Gazette (McKinney, TX). (1980, November 27–28). Historic homes featured on 

Heritage Guild Holiday Tour. McKinney, Texas. 

Bridwell, K. (1980, November 20). Historic McKinney homes featured on holiday tour. The 

Frisco Enterprise. University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History. 

https://texashistory.unt.edu 

U.S. Census Bureau. (1910–1940). Federal census records for McKinney, Collin County, Texas. 

National Archives and Records Administration. 

 

 

https://maps.lib.utexas.edu
https://texashistory.unt.edu
https://texashistory.unt.edu


Notable Residents ​
611 W Virginia St.​
Morgan Newman, Jason Manske 
​

Wellington “Will” Charles Gerrish ​

& ​

Linnie Mai (Johnson) Gerrish​

Wellington “Will” Charles Gerrish and his wife, Linnie Mai (Johnson) Gerrish, resided at 611 

West Virginia Street from 1911 until 1954, a period that represents the longest and most 

historically significant phase of occupancy for the property. Will Gerrish, born July 7, 1876, in 

Rolla, Missouri, was a prominent McKinney businessman whose career in the grocery trade 

spanned several decades. He owned and operated multiple grocery enterprises, including 

partnerships such as Barnes & Gerrish and Gerrish & Fryer, with store locations along East 

Virginia Street that served as important commercial anchors for the growing town. His business 

success positioned him as a well-known figure within McKinney’s mercantile community. 

Beyond his commercial pursuits, Gerrish was deeply engaged in public and civic life. He served 

as an officer in McKinney’s Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 and participated in regional 

firemen’s associations, reflecting his commitment to public safety and volunteer service. He was 

also active in fraternal organizations, including the Masonic order, and regularly appeared in 

local newspaper accounts related to civic events, charitable efforts, and community gatherings. 

Linnie Mai Gerrish, born August 8, 1876, in McKinney, Texas, was a lifelong resident of Collin 

County and an active member of the First Methodist Church. She was widely involved in church 

work, women’s groups, and local social organizations, contributing to the town’s religious and 

social life during the early twentieth century. Together, Will and Linnie Gerrish established their 

home at 611 West Virginia Street as a center of family life and neighborhood activity, hosting 

gatherings and maintaining strong social ties within the community. 

 



Notable Residents ​
611 W Virginia St.​
Morgan Newman, Jason Manske 
​

The Gerrishes’ long residence coincided with the most significant architectural development of 

the house. During their ownership, the residence was expanded into its present two-story form, 

reflecting both the family’s growing prosperity and the evolution of the surrounding 

neighborhood. The home’s transformation from a modest rental dwelling into a substantial Folk 

Victorian residence mirrors the broader maturation of McKinney during this period. 

Linnie Mai Gerrish passed away at the home in 1947 after a prolonged illness. Will Gerrish 

continued to reside there until his death in 1954, marking the close of an era for the property. 

Both are buried at McKinney’s historic Pecan Grove Cemetery. Their enduring presence at 611 

West Virginia Street and their contributions to McKinney’s commercial, civic, and social life 

firmly establish the Gerrishes as notable residents and the home as a tangible link to the city’s 

early twentieth-century history.​

​

Photograph below of three rows of men from the McKinney Fire Department, including Wil 

Gerrish. Second row, fifth from the right. 
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County  Site No.  

Abstract  Page  

Grantor Grantee Instrument V/Pg Date Signed Remarks 

DRAFT

PROPERTY HISTORY RECORD

Edwin Foote
Elizabeth
Boatman Deed v9, pg71 Jul 19, 1881 Land Sale
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Boatman S. H. Abbott Deed
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Sept 05, 1955

Collin 1125909

T. T. Bradley Survey, Abstract no. 88
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Alterations: 611 W Virginia St ​
Jason Manske & Morgan Newman​
​
 

●​ Home was originally a one-story T-shaped structure and was added to between 1908 and 

1914, per the Sanborn maps.​

​

McKinney Sanborn Map 1902, sheet 10. showing original footprint​

​

​

McKinney Sanborn Map 1914, sheet 11. showing updated footprint​

 



Alterations: 611 W Virginia St ​
Jason Manske & Morgan Newman​
​
 

●​ There was a carport on the West side over the driveway, removed between 1985 and 

2005. Image Below.​

​

 

●​ A circular driveway was removed. between 2005 and 2015. Images Below. 

​

​

 



Alterations: 611 W Virginia St ​
Jason Manske & Morgan Newman​
​
 

●​ The front porch was changed from a closed-rail to an open-rail design between 1985 and 

2005. Images Below.​

​

​

 

 



Alterations: 611 W Virginia St ​
Jason Manske & Morgan Newman​
​
 

●​ A third peak on the roof was removed between 1985 and 2005. Image Below.​

 

 

​

​

 

 



Alterations: 611 W Virginia St ​
Jason Manske & Morgan Newman​
​
 

●​ A set of upstairs windows was removed in the mid-1990s to make way for a chimney for 

an added downstairs fireplace. A pair of French doors was also removed and used to 

make two new windows downstairs at this time. Image Below.​

​

 



Alterations: 611 W Virginia St ​
Jason Manske & Morgan Newman​
​
 

●​ Around 1980, the dining room wall was removed to open up the kitchen area​

 



Notable Residents ​
611 W Virginia St.​
Morgan Newman, Jason Manske 
​
​

 
 
[Photograph of McKinney Volunteer Fire Department], photograph, [1900..1910]; 
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth586907/: accessed December 29, 2025), 
University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; 
crediting Fire Museum of Texas. 

 



Collin CAD Property Search

2025 Certified Values are now live!

Account

Property ID: 1125909 Geographic ID: R-0926-000-5320-1

Type: R

Property Use: Condo:

Location

Situs Address: 611 W VIRGINIA ST MCKINNEY, TX 75069

Map ID: 068.F

Legal Description: MCKINNEY OUTLOTS (CMC), LOT 532

Abstract/Subdivision: S0926

Neighborhood: (CMCHIST) CITY OF MCKINNEY, HISTORIC DISTRICT

Owner 

Owner ID: 1310960

Name: NEWMAN MORGAN E &

Agent:

Mailing Address: JASON MANSKE
611 W VIRGINIA ST
MCKINNEY, TX 75069-4541

% Ownership: 100.0%

Exemptions: HS -
For privacy reasons not all exemptions are shown online.

 Property Details

Improvement Homesite Value: $397,000 (+)

Improvement Non-Homesite Value: $0 (+)

Land Homesite Value: $228,000 (+)

Land Non-Homesite Value: $0 (+)

Agricultural Market Valuation: $0 (+)

Value Method: A

 Property Values

Privacy  - Terms

12/22/25, 9:08 PM Collin CAD Property Search

https://esearch.collincad.org/property/view/1125909?year=2025&ownerId=1310960&printView=detail&recaptchaToken=0cAFcWeA7M4oe39yuX5Tb9x… 1/5

https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/


Market Value: $625,000 (=)

Agricultural Value Loss: $0 (-)

Appraised Value: $625,000 (=)

HS Cap Loss:  $0 (-)

Circuit Breaker:  $0 (-)

Assessed Value: $625,000

Ag Use Value: $0

Information provided for research purposes only. Legal descriptions and acreage amounts are for Appraisal District
use only and should be verified prior to using for legal purpose and or documents.

Entity Description Market Value Taxable Value Freeze Ceiling

CMC MCKINNEY CITY $625,000 $625,000 N/A

GCN COLLIN COUNTY $625,000 $593,750 N/A

JCN COLLIN COLLEGE $625,000 $500,000 N/A

SMC MCKINNEY ISD $625,000 $485,000 N/A

 Taxing Entities
For more information regarding proposed tax rates, adopted tax rates, and tax estimates visit:
CollinTaxes.org

12/22/25, 9:08 PM Collin CAD Property Search

https://esearch.collincad.org/property/view/1125909?year=2025&ownerId=1310960&printView=detail&recaptchaToken=0cAFcWeA7M4oe39yuX5Tb9x… 2/5



 Property Improvement - Building

Type Description Class CD Year Built SQFT

MA Main Area R05 1956 1588

MA2 Main Area 2nd Floor R05 1956 1284

CP Covered Porch/Patio R05 1956 396

CP Covered Porch/Patio R05 1956 80

Type Description Class CD Year Built SQFT

DETG Detached Garage DGF3 1959 440

Type: Residential Living Area: 2872.0 sqft Value: $425,865

Description: DETACHED GARAGE Type: Residential Living Area: 0 sqft Value: $4,221

 Property Land

Type Description Acreage Sqft Eff Front Eff Depth Market Value Prod. Value

A1 Residential Single Family 0.18 7,840.80 $228,000 $0

12/22/25, 9:08 PM Collin CAD Property Search

https://esearch.collincad.org/property/view/1125909?year=2025&ownerId=1310960&printView=detail&recaptchaToken=0cAFcWeA7M4oe39yuX5Tb9x… 3/5



 Property Roll Value History

Year Improvements Land Market Ag Valuation Appraised HS Cap Loss Assessed

2025 $397,000 $228,000 $0 $625,000 $0 $625,000

2024 $451,325 $136,800 $0 $588,125 $167,567 $420,558

2023 $245,525 $136,800 $0 $382,325 $0 $382,325

2022 $285,362 $121,600 $0 $406,962 $1,300 $405,662

2021 $292,784 $76,000 $0 $368,784 $0 $368,784

2020 $298,466 $72,200 $0 $370,666 $0 $370,666

2019 $310,984 $64,600 $0 $375,584 $715 $374,869

2018 $279,990 $60,800 $0 $340,790 $0 $340,790

2017 $281,605 $57,000 $0 $338,605 $15,544 $323,061

 Property Deed History

For copies of deed documents, please see the Collin County Clerk's Office Records Search
(https://collin.tx.publicsearch.us/)

Deed
Date

Type Description Grantor Grantee Volume Page Number

1/29/2024 WD Warranty
Deed

HUGHES
WILLIAM BOND -
ESTATE OF

NEWMAN
MORGAN E &

2024000011063

6/27/2023 PRB Probates HUGHES
WILLIAM BOND

HUGHES WILLIAM
BOND - ESTATE
OF

PB1-0994-2023

3/4/1996 WD Warranty
Deed

SWING TOM S HUGHES WILLIAM
BOND

96- 0017920 19960305000179200

12/22/25, 9:08 PM Collin CAD Property Search

https://esearch.collincad.org/property/view/1125909?year=2025&ownerId=1310960&printView=detail&recaptchaToken=0cAFcWeA7M4oe39yuX5Tb9x… 4/5

https://collin.tx.publicsearch.us/
https://collin.tx.publicsearch.us/





















	Marker Nomination 611 W Virginia st_v1
	Narrative - 611 W Virgina St_v1
	References 

	Notable Residents 611 w Virginia St_v1
	Property History Record - 611 W virginia St_v1
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled

	Floor Plan Sketch - 611 WEST VIRGINIA_v1
	1902 Sanborn Map - 611 W Virginia St_v1
	1908 Sanborn Map - 611 W Virginia St_v1
	1914 Sanborn Map - 611 W Virginia St_v1
	1920 Sanborn Map - 611 W VIrgina St_v1
	Alterations - 611 W Virginia_v1
	Proof of ownership and H.E. 611 w Virginia St_v1
	611_w_Virginia_01_v1
	611_w_Virginia_02_v1
	611_w_Virginia_03_v1
	611_w_Virginia_04_v1
	611_w_Virginia_05_v1
	611_w_Virginia_06_v1
	611_w_Virginia_07_v1
	611_w_Virginia_08_v1
	611_w_Virginia_09_v1
	611_w_Virginia_11_v1

