






McKinney Historic Neighborhood Association  
508B N. Tennessee St. - McKinney, TX 75069 

October 1, 2025 

Texas Historical Commission 
History Programs Division 
1511 Colorado St 
Austin, TX 78711 

Re: Undertold marker application for Doty School 

Dear Commissioners, 

I am writing on behalf of the McKinney Historic Neighborhood Association to share our heartfelt 
support for the City of McKinney’s application for a historic marker honoring the E.S. Doty 
School. Our association is made up of neighbors who care deeply about protecting the history, 
culture, and character of McKinney’s historic communities. 

The E.S. Doty School, at the heart of the Lewisville neighborhood, represents so much more 
than a building. It tells the story of a time when communities of color came together with 
determination and hope to create better opportunities for families living “east of the train tracks.” 

We want to ensure that the legacy of the Doty School is preserved, protected, and celebrated. 
From its beginnings to its continued impact as Holy Family School, this place has been a source 
of strength and inspiration. A marker here would honor the Black and Latino educators, faith 
leaders, and community organizers who worked tirelessly to lift up McKinney’s Black and Brown 
residents and open doors to a brighter future. 

Most importantly, this marker would give today’s and tomorrow’s generations a place to connect 
with that legacy — a reminder of what can be achieved when a community stands together. It 
would be both a tribute to the past and a blessing for the future, reminding us all that the spirit of 
Doty School still lives in McKinney today 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Strange Johnston 
MHNA President 
281.222.3700 



 

October 29, 2025 

Texas Historical Commission 
History Programs Division 
1511 Colorado St. 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 

Re:  Letter of Support for Historic Marker Application – E.S. Doty School 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

On behalf of the McKinney Legacy Neighborhoods Association, it is our privilege to 
support the City of McKinney’s application for a historic marker, recognizing E.S. Doty 
School. 

The McKinney Legacy Neighborhoods Association is a group of residents dedicated to 
preserving the history and culture of McKinney’s historic neighborhoods. We believe the 
historic marker will serve as a powerful tribute to an essential institution in our city’s past, 
and a testament to educators and community leaders who shaped the lives and futures 
of countless residents. 

The E.S. Doty School holds a distinguished place in McKinney’s history as a beacon of 
education and hope for African American students during the era of segregation and 
provided a safe and nurturing environment for meaningful contributions to society. 

Included in history are the profound contributions of black and brown educators and 
organizers, whose dedication went far beyond the classroom. They championed 
educational advancement, social justice, and worked tirelessly to improve the quality of 
life in the post-civil war south. Honoring the school’s legacy with a historic marker will 
inspire future generations to value inclusivity, perseverance, and unity. 

The McKinney Legacy Neighborhoods Association believes that recognizing historic 
landmarks such as E.S. Doty School is fundamental to our mission. The marker will serve 



as a lasting legacy, and reminder of the pivotal role of educators and community 
advocates that helped to shape McKinney’s progress. 

We wholeheartedly endorse the application for a historic marker honoring E.S. Doty 
School and believe the placement of this marker will ensure the stories of those who 
taught, cared for, and uplifted our community are never forgotten. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah Bradford 
President 
 
McKinney Legacy Neighborhoods Association 
1100 Garcia St. 
McKinney, Texas 75069  
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