
NEW CODE MCKINNEY:
PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS AND 
ADOPTION 

CONSIDERATION

City Council and 
P&Z Commission

Joint Meeting
November 15, 2022



TODAY’S MEETING

 Objectives:
• Clarion Approach and Code 

Assessment

• Consolidated Code 
Highlights

• Public Outreach and 
Engagement Summary

• Adoption Strategy

www.newcodemckinney.com



CLARION ASSOCIATES

• National consulting practice with 
25+ years experience

• Multi-disciplinary: Planners, 
attorneys, designers, and 
landscape architects

• Offices in Denver and Chapel Hill

• Focus on plan implementation 
and user-friendly codes 

• Leaders in innovative codes 
integrating traditional and form-
based approaches

• Texas experience: Addison, 
Arlington, Austin, Cedar Hill, 
Denton, Irving, Rowlett, San 
Antonio



IMPLEMENT THE PLAN



DRAW ON BEST PRACTICES

Build upon national best 
practices and experience
• Analyzing land use issues and 

drafting codes is Clarion’s 
core practice area

• Clarion staff have authored 
leading books, APA reports, 
and publications

• We are regular speakers at 
APA national and state 
conferences 



ENGAGE THE PUBLIC

Engage at project milestones:
• Project orientation

• Assessment and annotated outline

• Public draft for each phase

Target key stakeholders/geographies

• Neighborhoods

• Development/business community

• Others

Offer multiple methods of 
participation



MAKE IT USER-FRIENDLY 



USE GRAPHICS & ILLUSTRATIONS



THE APPROACH FOR 
McKINNEY



PROJECT APPROACH

www.newcodemckinney.com

Project 
Orientation

Short-Term 
Priority 

Amendments

Draft Revised Development Code
Development 

Code 
Adoption

Summer 2019 Winter 2019/2020 Winter 2020 through Winter 2022 Summer/Fall 2022

Administration 
and Procedures

Zoning Districts 
and Uses

Development 
and Design 
Standards

Consolidated Draft

1 2 3

Code 
Assessment

Staff and Public Review

Fall 2020 Summer 2021 Fall 2021

Fall 2021 - Summer 2022



NEW CODE MCKINNEY



WHAT WE SET OUT TO DO

• Project Goals
• Implement ONE McKinney 2040 Plan

• Integrate best practices and current 
trends 

• Align with federal and state law

• Simplify regulations 

• Improve user-friendliness

• Improve processes and procedures

• Introduce flexible tools

• Encourage high-quality and mixed-
use development

www.newcodemckinney.com
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WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING
• Simplify Regulations

• Consolidation of Development Regulations

www.newcodemckinney.com



• Improve User-friendliness
• New format and illustrations

WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING



WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING

• Improve User-Friendliness
• New layout

• Simple language

• Consistent definitions

www.newcodemckinney.com

• Reference links, digital format

• Development Guide



 Zoning Regulations
• Introducing new zoning districts;

• Updating residential and non-residential 
space limits; 

• Consolidating, modifying, and adding uses 
to the schedule of uses;

• Adding “permitted with criteria” to the 
schedule of uses;

• Updating parking ratios and parking lot 
landscaping requirements;

• Updating standards for accessory 
structures (including ADUs);

• Creating “design exception” process for 
certain requirements;

• Establishing aerial tree exhibit option for 
tree preservation; 

• Modifying certain screening requirements 
and allowances; and

• Establishing residential adjacency 
standards.

WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING



 Subdivision Regulations
• Modifying plat procedures
• Minor changes

 Signs
• No changes, recently overhauled as 

part of the short-term priority 
amendments

 Lighting
• New procedure for calculating 

luminance
• Major reformatting and layout

 Fences
• Minor changes

 Stormwater Management
• No changes

WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING



MILESTONES & 
IMPLEMENTATION



PROJECT MILESTONES



STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Effective with 
Dual Code

(“choose your own 
adventure”)

Transition Strategy

Text Only 
Amendment

(“text only”)

Adoption Option

www.newcodemckinney.com

anticipated November 15 6mo “dual code”
November 15 – May 15

Details:
 Zoning Ordinance ONLY
 No “mix-and-matching” of 

standards
 Applicant choice at 

submittal



THANK YOU!
Visit the project website:

www.newcodemckinney.com 

Jennifer Arnold, AICP
Director of Planning
jarnold@mckinneytexas.org

Aaron Bloxham
Principal Planner
abloxham@mckinneytexas.org

Project email: info@newcodemckinney.com

Matt Goebel, AICP
Jenny Baker, AICP

www.newcodemckinney.com
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