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TODAY’S MEETING

 Objectives:
• Overview of Development 

Standards changes

• Gather input and feedback

www.newcodemckinney.com



CODE UPDATE GOALS

 Implement ONE McKinney 2040 
Plan

 Simplify regulations 

 Introduce flexible tools

 Improve user-friendliness

 Improve processes and procedures

 Encourage high-quality and mixed-
use development

 Integrate best practices and 
current trends 

 Align with federal and state law
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PROJECT TIMELINE

www.newcodemckinney.com

Project 
Orientation

Short-Term 
Priority 

Amendments

Draft Revised Development Code
Development 

Code 
Adoption

Summer 2019 Winter 2019/2020 Winter 2020 through Winter 2022 Spring 2022

Administration 
and Procedures

Zoning Districts 
and Uses

Development 
and Design 
Standards

Consolidated Draft

1 2 3

Code 
Assessment

Staff and Public Review

Fall 2020 NOW Fall 2021

Fall 2021/Winter 2022



CODE RESEARCH

• Code Assessment Findings
• Clarify organization, purpose, and 

applicability of the development 
standards

• Improve specific standards

• Consider flexibility

• Reduce reliance on Planned 
Developments (PD)
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
IMPROVED ORGANIZATION AND CLARITY

Existing Development Regulations New Code McKinney



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
IMPROVED ORGANIZATION AND CLARITY

 New Formatting and Additional Clarity



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
SPECIFIC STANDARDS, ZONING STANDARDS

 Landscaping
• Minor changes

• Major reformatting and layout

 Tree Preservation
• Mitigation and preservation 

standards largely remain the same

• Expansion of tree survey options 
(now located in procedures section)

 Screening
• Tabular formatting

• Separated the loading docks and 
loading bays from service and repair 
bays

• Bay doors allowed to face ROW

 Refuse and Sanitation Containers
• New section: codifying basic 

standards that have already been in 
place

 Vehicle Parking and Loading
• Modernized parking standards

• Relief options recently reviewed 
/adopted in early 2021

 Architectural Standards
• Minor changes

 Multi-family Site Design Standards
• New break out section specific to 

multi-family site design



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
SPECIFIC STANDARDS, OTHER DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

 Subdivision Regulations
• Minor changes

 Signs
• No changes, recently overhauled as 

part of the short-term priority 
amendments

 Lighting
• New procedure for calculating 

luminance

• Major reformatting and layout

 Fences
• Minor changes

 Stormwater Management
• No changes



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
SPECIFIC STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL ADJACENCY

• Landscaping
• Buffers and trees

• Screening
• Screening devices between uses

• Vehicle Parking and Loading
• Location and orientation of loading docks

• Architectural Standards (HSA only)
• Design elements facing residential developments

• Multi-Family Site Design Standards
• Distance requirements for buildings with windows facing 

residential developments

• Lighting
• Lighting levels at the property line

• Refuse and Sanitation
• Location of refuse enclosures

• Vehicle Parking and Loading
• Location of parking areas
• Orientation of Loading docks

• Building Height Setbacks

Residential Adjacency

When a non-residential or multi-family residential 
building with multiple stories is adjacent to a residential 
zone or use the following building setbacks shall apply:

Building Stories Min Building Setback

2 stories 50 feet

3 stories 75 feet

4+ stories 100 feet

Existing Proposed



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
ADDED FLEXIBILITY

 Current and New Relief Procedures
• Subdivision Deviations

• Zoning Variances

• Administrative Appeal 

• Special Exception 

• Façade Plan Appeals

• Site Plan Appeals 

• Meritorious exceptions for signs

• Tree Survey
• Exemptions
• Aerial Option

• Parking Reductions
• Parking Studies
• Shared parking

• Alternate Compliance
• Landscaping and Screening



PROPOSED CHANGES: 
ADDED FLEXIBILITY

Proposed Language

Alternate Compliance
- New process to increase flexibility

• What it does
• Allows the applicant to propose an alternative way to 

meet or exceed the intended purpose of the original 
standard. 

• Increase flexibility and design.



QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK

 Feedback or questions?

• They could relate to proposed changes to the standards….

• Or relate to the code organization and user-friendliness….

• Or relate to residential adjacency or alternate compliance….

• Or something else?



OUTREACH + NEXT STEPS

Review and Outreach
• Draft online Sept. 27

• Public survey 
(Sept. 27 - Oct. 24)

• MDC Review
• Redline review

• Sept 28th Meeting

Council + PZ Discussions

• July 27: Residential Housing

• Aug. 24: Tree Preservation

• Sept. 28: Dev. Standards

• Oct. 26: Key Topic

Consolidated Code + Adoption

• Draft consolidated code 
• Oct. – Feb. 2022

• Public Outreach Campaign
• Spring 2022

• Adoption Consideration
• Summer 2022



NEXT STEPS

 September 20th – October 24th

• Public review period and survey

 October 26th

• Joint Meeting – New Code McKinney Update to discuss a key topic

 Fall 2021 and Winter 2021/22

• Consolidated Code Draft
• Updates based on new processes

• Addition of residential zoning districts

 Spring 2022

• Public Outreach



THANK YOU!
Visit the project website:

www.newcodemckinney.com 

Jennifer Arnold, AICP
Director of Planning
jarnold@mckinneytexas.org

Aaron Bloxham
Planning Manager
abloxham@mckinneytexas.org

Project email: info@newcodemckinney.com

Matt Goebel, AICP
Jenny Baker, AICP

www.newcodemckinney.com
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